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Thousands  in  N.Y.  Protest  Sodomy  Decision 


Police  block  doors  of  N.Y.  federal  courthouse  as  demonstrators 
chant,  “Shame,  shame,  shame,”  N.Y.,  July  4. 


By  Marcos  Bislicas-Cocoves 
NEW  YORK  —  Thousands  of 
gay  men  and  lesbians  took  to  the 
streets  here  during  the  week  of  Ju¬ 
ly  4  to  protest  the  Supreme  Court 
affirmation  of  the  Georgia 
sodomy  law. 

“We  could’ve  done  almost 
anything.” 

The  largely  spontaneous  pro¬ 
tests  are  being  called  the  most 
significant  gay  and  lesbian  action 
in  New  York  since  the  Stonewall 


0 


By  Barry  Yeoman 
DURHAM,  NC  —  The  Triangle 
region  of  the  state,  which  includes 
this  city,  is  one  of  the  South’s 
centers  for  high  technology, 
radical  politics  and  academia.  It 
gave  us  the  South’s  first  les- 


News  Commentary 

bian/gay  rights  ordinance,  in 
Chapel  Hill,  and  provides  the 
home  base  for  many  of  the  South’s 
leading  progressive  organizations, 
such  as  the  Institute  for  Southern 
Studies. 

But  it  is  also  the  home  of  Jesse 
Helms  and  non-union  textile  mills. 
It  is  an  area  where  gay-baiting  has 
replaced  racism  as  the  favorite 
technique  of  right-wing  politi¬ 
cians.  Most  of  the  Triangle  is 
represented  by  U.S.  Rep.  William 
Cobey,  a  New  Right  Republican 
who  recently  co-sponsored  a  bill 
barring  the  District  of  Columbia 
from  passing  anti-discrimination 
laws  for  people  with  AIDS. 

So  when  organizing  began  for  a 
1986  Triangle  pride  march,  lesbian 
and  gay  activists  across  the  state 
hailed  it  as  a  triumph.  Despite  the 
renewed  fervor  of  anti-gay  politi¬ 
cians  and  fundamentalist  Chris¬ 
tians,  almost  1,000  people  —  gay, 
lesbian  and  straight  —  marched 
and  sang  and  chanted  in  the 
Triangle’s  first  gay  pride  march  in 
five  years.  The  June  28  march  was 
one  of  itiany  Pride  Week  events 
across  the  state,  ranging  from  a 
picnic  in  Raleigh  to  a  celebration 
of  the  state’s  oldest  gay  bar  in 
Charlotte,  to  a  “gay  jazz”  radio 
show  in  W  ilmington. 

“We’ve  done  stuff  quietly  a  lot, 
but  the  march  indicates  that  may¬ 
be  we’re  going  to  become  much 
more  visible  in  North  Carolina,” 
said  Charlotte  gay  activist  Don 
King.  “It  seems  that  our  organiza¬ 
tions  are  coming  out  of  the  closet 
just  like  our  people  are.  And  for  a 


Riots  of  1969.  “There  was  a  genius 
about  the  community,”  said  Dar¬ 
rell  Yates-Rist  of  the  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Alliance  Against  Defamation 
(GLAAD),  “People  were  peace¬ 
ful,  non-violent,  yet  angry. ..It  was 
creative,  wonderful,  a  proud  mo¬ 
ment  for  our  community.  And 
there  has  been  nothing  this  angry 
around  New  York  since 
Stonewall.” 

“The  community  took  this  up 
all  by  itself,”  Rist  continued.  “We 


Southern  place  other  than  Atlan¬ 
ta,  1  think  that’s  quite  a  step  for¬ 
ward.” 

It  was  not  an  easy  step.  This  se¬ 
cond  gay  pride  celebration  (the 
first  was  held  in  1981,  after  the 
murder  of  a  gay  man  named  Ron 
Antonevitch)  came  in  the  middle 
of  a  spate  of  publicity  brought  on 
by  several  hundred  fundamentalist 
Christians,  who  loudly  objected  to 
a  display  of  gay  and  lesbian  books 
at  the  Durham  Public  Library  and 
a  pair  of  anti-discrimination  pro¬ 
clamations  signed  by  local  of¬ 
ficials. 

The  controversy  began  when  the 
library  agreed  to  give  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  organizers  the  use  of  the 
library’s  display  areas  for  an  ex¬ 
hibit  of  gay  books,  including  Out 
of  the  Closets  and  Christianity, 
Social  Tolerance  and  Homosex¬ 
uality. 

Dale  Gadis,  director  of  the 
county  library  system,  said  the 
display  was  made  available  to  the 
group  because  gay/lesbian  issues 
were  of  “community  concern.  We 
do  not  proscribe  based  on  the  be¬ 
liefs  of  people  who  are  putting  the 
displays  in.  It’s  a  freedom  of 
speech  issue.” 

But  local  right-wing  Christians 
were  quick  to  voice  their  abhor¬ 
rence.  “The  library  presents  us 
with  perversion  in  repectable 
dress,”  wrote  Durham  resident 
Bruce  Newman  in  the  Durham 
Morning  Herald.  “A  group  of 
people  claiming  minority  status 
based  on  lust... and  demanding 
their  ‘rights.’  But  shades  of 
amnesia,  what  about  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  that  attend 
rights?  What  about  AIDS?” 

But  the  library  brouhaha  paled 
next  to  the  backlash  against  two 
officials  —  Durham  Mayor  Wib 
Gulley  and  Orange  County  Com¬ 
mission  Chair  Don  Willhoit  — 
who  signed  proclamations  declar- 


loosely  shaped  something  that  was 
already  there.”  He  added  that 
many  of  the  people  who  demon¬ 
strated  were  new  to  activism: 
“People  who  thought  we 
[GLAAD  and  other  New  York  gay 
and  lesbian  groups]  were  too 
abrasive  have  realized  that  being 
polite  and  apologetic  isn’t  going  to 
get  you  anywhere.” 

July  1:  Why  Don’t  We  Do  It  in  the 
Road? 

“It  was  as  if  we  were  demoted  to 
second-class  citizenship  after  pass¬ 
ing  the  [New  York  City]  gay  rights 
law,”  Eleanor  Cooper  of  the 
Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  (CLGR)told  GCN. 
Cooper’s  words  echoed  popular 
sentiments:  the  ruling  was  a  slap  in 
the  face,  and  something  must  be 
done  about  it. 

Protesters  gathered  in  Green¬ 
wich  Village’s  Sheridan  Square 
the  night  of  July  1.  After  a 
GLAAD-sponsored  rally,  the 
estimated  1 ,500-3, (XX)  people  sat  in 
Seventh  Avenue. 

GLAAD  had  informed  the 
police  of  the  anticipated  civil  dis¬ 
obedience.  What  neither  the  group 


ing  June  22-29  “Anti- 
Discrimination  Week.”  The  pro¬ 
clamations  recognized  the 
achievements  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  and  condemned  anti-gay 
bigotry. 

In  response,  fundamentalist 
churches  organized  their  members 
to  attend  local  government 
meetings,  where  pastors  called  for 
the  resignations  of  Gulley  and 
Willhoit.  At  an  Orange  County 
Commission  meeting,  one  man 
demanded  that  Willhoit  get  down 
on  his  knees,  kiss  the  Bible  and 
plead  for  forgiveness.  Willhoit 
declined,  and  the  commission 
backed  his  proclamation  by  a  3-2 
vote. 

At  the  Durham  meeting,  100 
anti-gay  church  members  and  an 
equal  number  of  supporters  of  gay 
rights  listened  as  one  pastor 
shouted  that  AIDS  was  the 
manifestation  of  the  anti-Christ. 
Another  pastor  told  a  Jewish  gay 
rights  supporter  to  return  to  Israel 
where,  he  claimed,  gay  people 
were  “stoned”  in  punishment. 

Still  another  pastor  roared, 
“They  call  themselves  gay.  But 
God  calls  them  sodomites.  The 
dictionary  calls  them  homosex¬ 
uals.  And  most  people  just  call 
them  queers.” 

Steve  Schewel,  a  staff  writer  for 
the  liberal  North  Carolina  In¬ 
dependent,  observed,  “Over  and 
over,  the  pastors  declaimed 
against  ‘queers,’  and  the  word 
rang  loud  in  that  chamber,  where 
many  gay  people  sat,  as  if  someone 
had  yelled  ‘nigger,’  again  and 
again,  at  Durham’s  five  Black  city 
council  members.  As  if  somene 
had  yelled  ‘kike’  over  and  over  in 
the  sanctuary  at  Beth  El 
synagogue.” 

A  local  Republican  legislative 
candidate,  Dick  Smith,  called  for 
Mayor  Gulley’s  resignation  and 
Continued  on  page  6 


nor  the  police  had  anticipated, 
however,  was  the  will  of  the 
crowd.  Protesters  were  not 
satisfied  with  sitting  in  the  avenue. 
After  an  hour,  the  crowd  decided 
to  move  over  to  the  busier,  and 
straighter  Sixth  Avenue. 

At  Sixth  Avenue,  the  spon¬ 
taneous  sit-down  turned  into  a 
speak-out  with  an  open  bull  horn. 
During  the  speak-out,  it  was  sug¬ 
gested  that  people  should  protest 
on  the  fourth  of  July,  during  the 
Statue  of  Liberty  celebration. 

“People  just  wouldn’t 
disperse,”  Cooper  reported.  The 
police  did  keep  the  cars  away,  and 
the  protest  continued  without  inci¬ 
dent.  GLAAD  had  negotiated 
with  the  police  that  the  group  leave 
at  midnight.  About  one  quarter  of 
the  protestors  stayed  until  one. 

July  4:  “You  Can’t  Control  This 
Crowd” 

People  gathered  at  noon  on  July  4, 


D.C.  Rally 

By  Denise  Sudell 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Over 
200  people  marched  in  front  of  the 
Supreme  Court  here  on  July  2  to 
protest  the  Court’s  decision  in  the 
case  of  Bowers  v.  Hardwick, 
issued  two  days  before.  The  deci¬ 
sion  held  that  the  constitutional 
right  of  privacy  did  not  extend  to 
lesbian  and  gay  sexual  activity, 
and  upheld  a  Georgia  law  making 
such  behavior  a  felony  punishable 
by  up  to  20  years  in  prison. 

The  rally  took  place  despite  a  tor¬ 
rential  rain  storm  which  hit  the 
D.C.  area  a  half  hour  before  the 
demonstration  was  scheduled  to 
begin.  Only  a  few  people  were 
standing  at  the  foot  of  the  Court’s 
marble  steps  at  the  scheduled  star¬ 
ting  time,  but  the  downpour  slow¬ 
ed  to  a  drizzle,  and  honking  cars 
and  taxis  pulled  up  to  discharge 
late-arriving  participants  through¬ 
out  the  march  and  rally. 

“Neo-fascism  is  on  the  march  in 
this  country,”  Eleanor  Smeal, 
president  of  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (NOW), 
told  participants.  “We  must 
sound  the  clarion  call  to  pro¬ 
gressives  that  the  fundamentalist 
right  wing  is  trying  to  push  us  back 
into  the  dark  ages.  We’ve  got  to 
say,  ‘we  won’t  go  back!’  ”  She 
reminded  the  marchers  that  the 
Continued  on  page  12 


again  in  Sheridan  Square.  Crowd 
estimates  hovered  around  9,000,  not 
including  200-300  police.  The 
“March  for  Individual  Liberties” 
was  sponsored  by  CLGR  and  co¬ 
organized  by  Lambda  Legal  Defen.se 
and  GLAAD.  In  addition  to  pro¬ 
testing  sodomy  laws,  the  march 
celebrated  the  July  3  announcement 
that  New  York  Council  member 
Noach  Dear  had  failed  to  collect 
enough  signatures  to  put  the  city’s 
gay  and  lesbian  rights  bill  up  for 
referendum  this  fall. 

Originally,  plans  were  to  march 
down  to  Federal  Hall,  where  the 
federal  courts  are  housed.  The 
police  expressed  opposition  to  this 
idea,  saying  they  had  received 
threats  that  the  Hall  would  be 
bombed  on  the  fourth.  After  nego¬ 
tiations,  the  organizers  decided  to 
rally  at  Foley  Square,  across  from 
Federal  Hall. 

Continued  on  page  12 


Boston  ^Kiss-in' 

By  Stephanie  Poggi  and 
Kim  Westheimer 
BOSTON  —  Sporting 
“Sodomize  Democracy”  stickers, 
200  angry  lesbians  and  gay  men 
gathered  on  the  steps  of  the  State 
House  to  protest  the  Supreme 


Kissing  for  the  Court. 


Court’s  decision  to  uphold  state 
sodomy  laws.  The  July  7  evening 
demonstration  featured  a  “kissing 
action”  where  lovers,  ex-lovers 
and  future  lovers  were  encouraged 
to  publicly  display  their  same-sex 
lust. 

Speakers  addressing  the  crowd 
included  gay  Boston  City  Coun- 
Continued  on  page  12 


The  sit-down  on  Sixth  Ave.,  N.Y.,  July  2 

North  Carolina  Gay  Pride 
Pulls  out  Fundamentalists 


Sodomites  Versus 
the  Supremes 


Susan  Bemstem 
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News  Notes - 

quote  of  the  week 

“People  think  I’m  a  tough  broad.  Not  so!  I’m  ter¬ 
rified  of  most  insects,  particularly  bees.  I  try  to  give 
them  a  wide  berth.  And  I  always  seem  to  be  walking 
into  spider  webs.  I  hate  them.  They  make  my  hair 
stand  up.” 

—  Billie  Jean  King  in  USA  Weekend,  June  27-29 


gentleman  from  maryland  implies 
barney  frank  is  gay 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  A  book  to  be  published  in 
August  implies  that  U.S.  Rep.  Barney  Frank 
(D-Mass.)  is  gay  according  to  the  Boston  Herald. 
The  book.  The  Gentleman  from  Maryland:  Conscience 
of  a  Gay  Conservative,  was  written  by  ex-U.S.  Rep. 
Robert  Bauman  who  lost  his  seat  in  the  House  after 
being  charged  with  soliciting  sex  from  a  sixteen-year- 
old  youth. 

While  not  explicitly  claiming  that  Frank  is  gay, 
the  book  mentions  that  a  photo  of  Frank  and  “his 
usual  young  companion”  at  Washington’s  gay/les¬ 
bian  pride  parade  appeared  without  comment  in  the 
Washington  Blade.  The  book  then  goes  on  to  com¬ 
ment  that  “most  gay  members  of  Congress  choose  to 
be  more  closeted.” 

Frank  has  been  a  supporter  of  gay/lesbian  rights 
and  has  marched  in  pride  parades  in  both 
Washington  and  Boston  while  in  office.  He  told  the 
Herald  his  support  for  gay  rights  does  not  reflect  on 
his  own  sexuality.  “Part  of  the  danger  here  is  the  no¬ 
tion  you  can  only  advocate  the  rights  of  groups  of 
which  you  are  a  member,”  he  said. 

Frank  added  that  the  implication  he  was  roman¬ 
tically  involved  with  the  other  man  in  the  picture, 
taken  with  Frank’s  knowledge  and  consent,  was  “just 
flat-out  wrong.”  Instead,  he  said,  the  man  is  a 
politically-active  friend  in  his  twenties. 

Frank  cited  his  right  to  privacy  when  asked  to 
discuss  his  sexual  preference.  “I  mean,  if  I  answered 
that  question,  where  would  it  stop?  Which  part  of  your 
body  is  your  favorite?  Frankly,  I  get  embarrassed  even 
thinking  about  it,”  he  said. 

—  Jim  Fauntleroy 


aids  in  the  black  community 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  A  national  conference  on 
AIDS  in  the  Black  community  will  be  held  here  July  18. 
The  conference  is  sponsored  by  the  National  Coali¬ 
tion  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays. 

Craig  G.  Harris,  coordinator  of  the  event,  noted 
that  the  incidence  of  AIDS  among  Black  people  and 
other  people  of  color  is  disproportionately  high.  At 
least  60  percent  of  children  with  AIDS  are  Black.  Ap¬ 
proximately  15-20  percent  are  Latino.  Approximately 
50-60  percent  of  women  with  AIDS  are  Black,  and 
15-20  percent  are  Latino.  Ninety  percent  of  prisoners 
with  AIDS  are  people  of  color.  Harris  told  GCN  that 
while  the  primarily  white  AIDS  organizations  must  ad¬ 
dress  these  staggering  statistics,  “the  thrust  has  got 
to  come  out  of  the  Black  community  [and  other  com¬ 
munities  of  color).” 

Workshop  topics  for  July  18  include  Women  and 
AIDS,  AIDS  among  Black  Gay  Men,  Burnout  for  Care¬ 
takers,  Prenatal  and  Pediatric  Healthcare,  the  Poli¬ 
tical  Implications  of  the  Crisis,  Liturgical  and 
Pastoral  Religious  Responses,  Alternative  Healing, 
etc. 

The  conference  will  take  place  at  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Convention  Center,  900  Ninth  St.  NW,  from  9 
a.m.  to  9  p.m.  There  will  be  a  reception  July  17  from 
6-8  p.m.  The  registration  fee  is  $25,  including  lunch. 
Discount  airfares  are  available  by  calling 
(800H24-8468  and  in  the  D.C.  area  (703)684-0448. 

For  information  about  hotel  reservations  and  the 
conference  generally,  call  Craig  G.  Harris  at 
(202)737-5276. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


terrigno  begins  60-day  sentence 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Valerie  Terrigno,  lesbian  ex¬ 
mayor  of  West  Hollywood,  started  her  60-day  prison 
term  on  May  21 .  Terrigno  was  convicted  of  embezzling 
public  funds  intended  for  the  poor  while  she  was 
director  of  the  Crossroads  Counseling  Center.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  reports  in  Another  Voice  of  Vancouver  and  the 
Works  of  Indianapolis,  Terrigno  was  also  ordered  to 
repay  $6,969  and  perform  1,000  hours  of  community 
service. 

Terrigno  will  be  on  probation  for  five  years  during 
which  time  she  is  forbidden  from  earning  any  money 
from  “media  activities”  related  to  her  case.  Terrigno 
served  as  the  first  mayor  of  West  Hollywood  after  the 
largely  gay  section  of  Los  Angeles  voted  to  incor¬ 
porate  as  a  separate  city. 

—  Jim  Fauntleroy 


boston  gay  man  queer-bashed 

BOSTON  —  On  July  4,  a  gay  man  was  beaten  by  a 
group  of  young  men  as  he  left  the  South  Boston  L. 
Street  beach.  The  man,  who  wishes  to  remain 
anonymous,  told  GCN  the  attack  followed  verbal 
abuse  and  an  attack  on  another  man  at  the  beach. 
The  L.  Street  beach  is  divided  into  a  section  for  men- 
only  and  a  section  for  women-only.  The  men-only  sec¬ 
tion  is  frequented  by  a  number  of  gay  men. 

The  man  said  he  was  lying  on  the  beach  with  a 
friend  when  about  10-15  men  in  their  late  teens  and 
early  20s  began  yelling,  “Faggots  go  home.”  Two  of 
the  men  who  were  yelling  walked  from  the  water  back 
up  the  beach  and  then  stopped  to  kick  a  man  in  the 
face,  again  screaming  anti-gay  statements. 

The  man  who  was  later  beaten  said  he  jumped  up 
in  protest  as  did  other  men  on  the  beach.  The  at¬ 
tackers  walked  away,  but  resumed  yelling,  this  time, 
“Go  back  to  the  Back  Bay  and  the  South  End.”  The 
man  told  GCN,  “This  may  happen  regularly,  but  I’ve 
never  felt  threatened  before.” 

At  this  point,  the  man  decided  to  leave  the  beach, 
but  at  the  exit  to  the  street,  turned  around  to  look  for 
his  friend.  Six  of  the  men  who  had  been  yelling  anti¬ 
gay  slurs  were  standing  under  a  tree  on  the  street. 
When  the  man  crossed  the  street,  he  was  jumped, 
beaten  around  the  head  and  knocked  to  the  ground. 
“I’m  lucky  in  some  ways,”  he  said.  “I  could  have  been 
hurt  more  badly.” 

The  man  did  not  call  the  police.  “What  would 
they  do?”  he  said. 

*  *  * 

GCN  is  compiling  information  on  local  anti¬ 
lesbian  and  gay  bashing.  Please  call  or  write  c/o  the 
News  Dept,  if  you  have  been  attacked  or  have 
witnessed  an  attack. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


multi-ethnic  foundation  for  women 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Open  Meadows  Foundation,  a 
non-sexist,  multi-ethnic  foundation  which  does  not 
discriminate  in  terms  of  race,  religion  or  sexual  orien¬ 
tation,  is  now  accepting  applications  for  its  first  fun¬ 
ding  cycle.  Small  grants,  up  to  $1,500  will  be  awarded 
for  projects  that  have  limited  financial  access  and 
that  are  designed  and  implemented  by  women  and 
which  reflect  the  cultural/ethnic  diversity  of  our  socie¬ 
ty  as  well  as  promoting  the  well-being  of  women. 

Interested  organizations  and  individuals  must 
have  tax  exempt  status  or  a  fiscal  sponsor.  Ap¬ 
plicants  should  submit  a  proposal  including  specific 
information  about  the  project  and  the  community  in 
which  it  will  take  place,  the  telephone  number  and 
name  of  a  contact  person,  and  a  budget.  The  deadline 
for  the  first  cycle  of  applications  is  August  1  (deadline 
for  the  second  is  December  1).  Applications  should  be 
sent  to  Open  Meadows,  P.O.  Box  197,  Bronx,  NY 
10464. 

—  Jim  Fauntleroy 


homosexual  act  is  82nd  most  serious 
crime 

PHILADELPHIA  —  In  a  nationwide  survey,  peo¬ 
ple  ranked  engaging  in  consensual  “homosexual 
acts”  as  a  more  serious  offense  than  “disturbing  the 
neighborhood  with  loud,  noisy  behavior.”  The  survey, 
conducted  by  researchers  at  the  University  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  asked  people  to  rank  the  severity  of  204  “il¬ 
legal”  events. 

According  to  the  Cambridge  Chronicle,  “two  per¬ 
sons  willingly  [engaging]  in  a  homosexual  act” 
ranked  82  in  the  list.  Ranking  number  one  was  plan¬ 
ting  a  bomb  in  a  public  building  [resulting  in  the  death 
of]  20  people.”  Forcible  rape  ranked  ten;  getting  rid  of 
industrial  waste  in  a  “way  that  pollutes  the  water  sup¬ 
ply  of  a  city”  ranked  23;  smuggling  marijuana  into  the 
country  for  resale  ranked  30;  intentionally  hitting  a 
“victim  with  a  lead  pipe”  ranked  31;  performing  an  il¬ 
legal  abortion  was  number  42;  knowingly  passing  a 
bad  check  was  69;  smoking  marijuana  was  81; 
trespassing  in  the  backyard  of  a  private  home  was  87; 
and  being  a  vagrant  —  having  “no  visible  means  of 
support”  was  88. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


the  kiss  that  shocked 

LONDON  —  According  to  Another  Voice  of  Van¬ 
couver,  two  gay  men  in  London  were  convicted  of 
“shocking  public  behavior”  for  kissing  good-bye  at  a 
bus  stop.  A  man  standing  nearby  with  his  fiancee 
deemed  the  kiss  an  insult  to  his  intended  and  called  a 
policeman. 

The  gay  men  were  fined  the  equivalent  of  $150 
each.  Upon  appeal,  the  conviction  was  upheld,  but  the 
fine  was  waived  on  condition  the  men  kept  their 
records  “clean”  for  the  following  year. 

—  Jim  Fauntleroy 


san  antonio  forms  latino  lesbian/gay 
group 

SAN  ANTONIO,  TX  —  A  new  group  for  gay/les- 
blan  Latinos  has  formed  here  as  part  of  a  growing 
statewide  network,  according  to  the  local  calendar. 
The  goals  of  the  organization  include  increasing  cul¬ 
tural  pride  and  awareness,  promoting  involvement, 
and  making  links  with  other  Latino  lesbian/gay 
groups. 

The  major  upcoming  event  of  the  statewide  net¬ 
work,  which  includes  groups  in  Houston,  Austin,  and 
Dallas,  is  an  Hispanic  Leadership  Conference  in 
Houston  during  Labor  Day  weekend.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  new  San  Antonio  group  and/or  the  con¬ 
ference,  write  Sir  Juan  de  la  Cruz,  1633  Babcock, 
Suite  236,  San  Antonio,  TX  78229. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


homosexuality:  a  dad’s  worry  wart 

ARLINGTON,  WA  —  In  a  USA  Today  poll  pub¬ 
lished  June  13,  fathers  nationwide  ranked  fear  that 
their  children  would  turn  out  gay  or  lesbian  among 
their  top  ten  concerns,  according  to  the  Washington 
Blade.  Homosexuality  came  in  eighth  on  the  list  of 
707  fathers  surveyed. 

When  asked  to  rate  potential  homosexuality  of 
their  sons  and  daughters  on  a  “worry  scale”  of  one  to 
ten,  the  fathers  gave  an  average  of  5.5  worry  for  their 
sons  and  5.4  for  their  daughters.  Rating  higher  on  the 
“worry  scale”  than  homosexuality  were  car  accidents 
for  boys  (7.9)  and  rape  or  physical  assault  for  girls 
(8.4). 

Among  the  other  worry  warts  mentioned  by 
fathers  were  bad  grades,  drug  abuse,  early  sexual  ac¬ 
tivity,  suicide,  and  poor  quality  of  friends. 

—  Jim  Fauntleroy 


s.f.  rate  of  aids  transmission  takes 
dive 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  According  to  the  Bay  Area 
Reporter,  a  gay  men’s  health  study  shows  the  rate  of 
AIDS  transmission  in  San  Francisco  has  dropped 
sharply  since  1984.  Epidemiologist  Warren  Winkel- 
stein,  of  the  University  of  California  at  Berkeley  School 
of  Public  Health,  which  conducted  the  study,  said 
“this  drop  in  the  rate  of  AIDS  transmission  is  directly 
linked  to  changes  in  sexual  behavior.”  In  particular, 
Winkelstein  noted  a  decline  in  the  number  of  men  hav¬ 
ing  anal  sex  without  a  condom. 

The  study  found  that  in  1985  the  rate  of  gay  men 
testing  positively  for  the  HTLV-III  virus  for  the  first 
time  was  three  to  five  percent.  In  1984,  the  new  infec¬ 
tion  rate  was  eighteen  percent.  The  study,  begun  in 
1984,  is  following  800  gay  and  200  straight  men 
recruited  randomly  from  neighborhoods  with  the 
highest  gay  population. 

The  study  also  found  that  51  percent  of  gay  men 
in  the  city  are  HTLV-III  positive,  much  less  than  the 
two-thirds  figure  quoted  in  San  Francisco’s  daily 
papers.  The  higher  figure  was  based  on  a  smaller 
study  that  only  included  men  who  had  had  hepatitis. 

—  Jim  Fauntleroy 


ladies,  keep  on  your  shirts 

ROCHESTER,  NY  —  Seven  women  protesting  a 
law  which  allows  men,  but  not  women,  to  go  topless, 
took  off  their  shirts  on  June  21  amid  a  crowd  of  150 
supporters  and  hecklers,  according  to  the 
Washington  Blade.  The  protest  organizer,  Ramona 
Santorelli,  commented,  “the  hostility  was  heterosex¬ 
ual  paranoia  and  mania.” 

The  protesters,  some  of  whom  were  from  the 
upstate  New  York  lesbian  community,  were  immedi¬ 
ately  arrested  and  subsequently  pleaded  not  guilty  to 
the  charges. 

New  York  state  legalized  topless  dressing  for 
men  after  a  1936  protest  by  42  men  on  a  Long  Island 
beach. 


...and  your  skirts 

DALLAS  —  A  gay  bar  has  instituted  'a  dress 
policy  for  women  that  critics  feel  is  designed  to  keep 
women  away,  according  to  Pittsburgh’s  Out.  The 
Round-Up  Saloon’s  policy,  requiring  women  to  wear 
dresses  in  order  to  be  admitted,  has  already  moved 
650  people  to  sign  a  petition  in  protest.  One  owner  of 
a  lesbian  bar  said  “unless  we  do  something,  it  will  be 
like  ten  years  ago  when  we  [lesbians  and  gay  men] 
were  totally  separate.” 

The  only  comment  from  owners  of  the  Round-Up 
was  that  their  new  policy  is  legal. 

—  Jim  Fauntleroy 
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World  Congress  of  Lesbian/Gay  Jews  Meets 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  The  World  Con¬ 
gress  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Jewish 
Organizations  met  here  July  3  -  6. 
Formed  in  1980,  the  Congress  is  an 
international  umbrella  group  rep¬ 
resenting  25  social,  political  and 
religious  groups  for  lesbian  and 
gay  Jews.  The  annual  meeting,  at¬ 
tended  by  approximately  60  peo¬ 
ple,  included  an  opening  reception 
at  City  Hall,  board  meetings, 
religious  services,  workshops  and 
a  walking  tour  of  Jewish  Boston. 

Am  Tikva  (nation  of  hope), 
Boston’s  local  lesbian  and  gay 
Jewish  organization,  organized 
the  meetings  and  festivities. 

While  the  World  Congress  has 
members  in  England,  Israel, 
Belgium,  Holland,  Canada  and 
Australia,  only  three  international 
delegates  attended  this  annual 
meeting.  Rinet  Van  Meel  and 
Daniel  Bouw  from  Holland  were 
present,  as  was  James  Baaden 
from  England. 

The  highlight  of  the  weekend 
for  many  participants  was  a  Shab- 
bat  (Sabbath)  Service  at  the  invita¬ 
tion  of  Temple  Israel,  a  Reform 


synogogue  in  Brookline,  Mass. 
The  congregation  was  “open  and 
friendly,”  according  to  Denise 
Fetonte,  of  Am  Tikva.  The 
Rabbi’s  interpretation  of  the 
Torah  (Holy  Scroll)  reading  for 
that  day  focused  on  fear  of  the 
unknown,  which  he  connected 
with  the  irrational  fear  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men,  said  Fetonte. 

World  Congress  members  also 
received  a  warm  welcome  at  the 
event’s  opening  reception  at  City 
Hall.  There,  lesbian  and  gay  city 
employees,  including  Ann 
Maguire,  Mayor  Flynn’s  liaison  to 
the  lesbian/gay  community;  City 
Councilor  David  Scondras; 
Arline  Isaacson,  Director  of  In¬ 
tergovernmental  Relations; 
Boston  City  Human  Rights  Com¬ 
missioner  Fred  Mandel;  and  Don 
Babets,  Senior  Investigator  for 
Fair  Housing,  addressed  the 
gathering.  Scondras  presented  the 
World  Congress  with  a  proclama¬ 
tion  passed  by  the  City  Council, 
welcoming  the  delegates  to 
Boston.  Maguire  read  a  welcoming 
statement  from  Mayor  Flynn. 


Also  addressing  the  Congress 
were  Am  Tikva  members  Felicia 
Mednick  and  Laurie  Sorgmann; 
editor  of  the  progressive  Jewish 
publication  Genesis  II,  Ellen  Stone; 
Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political 
Alliance  members  Will  Hutchin¬ 
son  and  Ann  Sanders;  and  openly 
gay  candidate  for  state  Senate, 
Kevin  McFadden. 

While  speakers  lauded  the  city 
administration  for  its  hospitality, 
it  could  not  match  Holland’s  treat¬ 
ment  of  Dutch  participants  Rinet 
Van  Meel  and  Daniel  Bouw.  The 
government  of  Holland  paid  air¬ 
fare  to  the  World  Congress 
meeting  for  both  Van  Meel  and 
Bouw.  In  addition,  Holland  has 
pledged  $25,000  dollars  towards 
the  organizing  of  next  year’s  an¬ 
nual  World  Congress  meeting,  to 
be  held  in  Amsterdam. 

Of  the  sixty  people  attending 
World  Congress  events,  thirty-five 
were  voting  delegates.  The 
delegates  spent  two  days  discuss¬ 
ing  agenda  items  such  as  a  Na¬ 
tional  Jewish  AIDS  Foundation, 
possible  incorporation  of  the 


W'orld  Congress  and  implementa¬ 
tion  of  a  public  education  project. 

The  public  education  project, 
funded  by  a  grant  from  the 
Chicago  Resource  Center,  will  at¬ 
tempt  to  do  outreach  to  at  least 
10,000  synagogues  and  “tradi¬ 
tional”  Jewish  organizations,  and 
a  speakers  bureau  will  arrange  for 
presentations  by  lesbian  and  gay 
Jews. 

Resolutions  passed  by  the  Con¬ 
gress  include: 

•condemnation  of  the  election  of 
Kurt  W'aldheim  as  President  of 
Austria.  Waldheim,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  Nazi  Party,  is  sus¬ 
pected  of  committing  war  crimes 
in  World  War  II.  This  resolution 
also  urged  the  U.S.  government 
not  to  recognize  Waldheim  or 
allow  him  into  the  U.S.  and  to 
pressure  the  United  Nations  to 
deny  him  his  $80,000  plus  salary 
that  he  is  receiving  as  former 
secretary  of  that  body, 
•affirmation  of  the  bisexual 
members  of  the  Congress, 
•condemnation  of  the  Supreme 
Court  decision  which  allows  states 


to  criminalize  sodomv.  (See  GC.V 
Vol  13,  No.  50) 

•condemnation  of  the  Justice 
department  memorandum  which 
sanctions  AIDS  discrimination  by 
employers.  (See  CCA’ Vol.  13,  No. 
49) 

Organizers  of  the  event  were 
plea.sed  with  the  results.  “It  was  an 
important  growth  experience  for 
the  Boston  group  to  be  host,”  said 
Am  Tikva  member  David  Yalen. 
“It  proved  we  [are]  a  lot  stronger 
[than  we  thought  we  were].” 
Yalen  also  said  he  was  pleased  that 
the  event  drew  a  number  of  lesbian 
and  gay  Jews  who  are  not  current¬ 
ly  active  in  Am  Tikva. 

Am  Tikva  has  80-90  dues- 
paying  members,  approximately 
35  people  who  regularly  attend 
events  and  a  core  of  15  very  active 
members.  People  interested  in 
more  information  can  write  to  Am 
Tikva,  P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge, 
MA  02238.  The  World  Congress 
of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Organizations 
can  be  reached  at  P.O.  Box 
881272,  San  Francisco,  CA  94188. 


Making  a  Spectacle  from  Coast  to  Coast 


Scenes  of  Pride  New  York 


Trojans  promoting  use  of — yep, 
you  got  it. 


Stepping  to  the  beat. 


Marcher  with  a  message  stand¬ 
ing  near  the  Empire  State  Bldg. 


Lesbian-feminist  liberation. 


h 
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Joe  and  Leslie  marching  with 
Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation. 


S.F.  Political  Carnival 


By  Scott  Brookie 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  I  know  a 
lot  of  people  who  don’t  even 
bother  anymore  to  go  to  the  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Freedom  Day  Parade 
and  celebration  in  San  Francisco. 
“I  don’t  like  crowds,”  said  one 
friend.  “I  was  just  there  last 
week,”  remarked  another.  “It’s 
not  politically  focused  enough  for 
me,”  explained  a  third. 

In  a  .sense,  it’s  true  that  we  can 
afford  to  take  the  Parade  for 
granted.  It  is  by  now  an  institution 
with  its  own  momentum.  The 
number  of  participants  hit  the 
quarter  million  mark  several  years 
ago  and  the  Parade  has  never  ex¬ 
ceeded  that  size  since.  This  year,  a 
last  minute  insurance  crisis  promp¬ 
ted  talk,  of  cancelling  the  June  29 
event,  but  as  one  of  the  organizers 
commented,  “There’s  no  stopping 
it  [the  Parade]  now.  It  will  happen 
with  or  without  insurance.” 

This  year’s  parade  —  the  17th 
annual  —  was  as  usual  a  massive 
political  carnival,  with  between 
250,000  and  300,000  people  turn¬ 
ing  out  on  a  day  that  was  par¬ 
ticularly  warm  and  sunny  for  San 
Francisco.  Leading  off  were  more 
dykes  on  bikes  than  ever  — 
perhaps  15  minutes  of  them  at  20 
miles  per  hour.  Notable  among  the 
bikers  was  one  whose  black  helmet 
was  accented  with  large  black 
ostrich  plumes,  another  who  strap¬ 
ped  her  big  teddy  bear  in  for  the 
ride,  and  two  women  —  one  in 
tails  and  top  hat,  the  other  in  a 
white  bridal  gown  —  tossing  rice 
to  cheering  spectators. 

Not  far  behind  were  AIDS 
organizations  from  every  con¬ 
ceivable  focus  and  locale.  Loosely 
related  was  the  Healing  Order  of 
K’Thar  Sissies.  Members  of  the 
Order  —  dressed  in  the  by  now 
traditional  men’s  habits  —  snaked 
down  the  street,  Chinese  dragon- 
style,  in  an  undulating,  15-foot, 
condom-sheathed  penis  with  a 
great  bobbing  head  at  the  front. 

By  contrast,  it  took  nearly  25 
members  of  the  Veterans  Care 
group  to  carry  their  immense  U.S. 
flag  horizontally  down  .Market 
Street,  as  other  members  of  the 
group  called  on  the  crowd  to  toss 
bills  and  coins  for  AIDS  research 
on  to  the  flag.  (A  disgruntled 
military  official  later  complained 
to  a  local  columnist  that  such  a  use 
of  the  flag  violated  at  least  two 
laws.) 

Inspirational  slogans  abounded, 
from  the  official  parade  theme  — 


“Forward  Together-No  Turning 
Back”  —  to  the  more  personal:  a 
woman’s  painter’s  hat  reading 
“Just  dip  me  in  honey  and  throw 
me  to  the  lesbians,”  a  man’s  shirt 
complaining  “My  country  invaded 
Central  America  and  all  I  got  was 
this  lousy  T-shirt.”  The  Ladies 
Against  Women  proceeded  ag¬ 
gressively  down  Market  Street 
with  their  popular,  rhythmic 
cadence  “If  . . .  it’s  . . .  good 


Dykes  biking  it. 


enough  for  the  Dark  Ages,  it’s 
good  enough  for  the  Reagan 
years!” 

Amid  all  the  pageantry, 
however,  and  contrary  to  the  third 
friend  who  stayed  home,  this 
year’s  parade  was  very  much 
politically  focused.  Only  days 
before,  an  AIDS  quarantine  in¬ 
itiative  backed  by  right-wing  ex¬ 
tremist  Lyndon  LaRouche  had 
qualified  for  the  statewide  ballot 
and  the  mobilized  opposition  was 
already  apparent.  A  work  party 
the  day  before  had  created  enough 
signs  to  be  carried  by  about 
anybody  in  the  parade  who  wanted 
one:  “Stop  LaRouche,’’ 

“Educate,  Don’t  Segregate,”  and 
the  occasional,  probably  unof¬ 
ficial,  “Douche  LaRouche.” 

San  Francisco’s  most  conser¬ 
vative  Supervisor,  Quentin  Kopp, 
marched  at  the  head  of  a  Stop 
LaRouche  contingent,  carrying 
one  end  of  the  banner. 

As  the  three  and  one-half  hour 
parade  filled  the  rally  site  at  Civic 
Center  Plaza,  the  LaRouche  In¬ 
itiative  contingents  received  much 
attention. 

“Lyndon  LaRouche  wants  to 
call  people  with  AIDS  carriers,  not 
citizens,’’  declared  Laurie 
McBride  of  San  Francisco  Com¬ 
munity  AIDS  Network 
(S.F.CAN),  which  is  organizing 
the  opposition  to  LaRouche.  “He 
wants  to  call  people  with  ARC  car- 
Continued  on  page  6 
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Community  Voices 


Friday 

^  ts 

Dance 

to  Benefit 

Gay  Community  News 

Tickets  available  beginning  July  5  at  GCN, 

Glad  Day,  New  Words,  Redbook  &  Bodyworks. 

See  back  cover  for  details 
Call  GCN  for  more  information:  426-4469. 

Sponsored  by  Tufts'  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  Q 


GayCommunityNews 


applause  not 
bricks 

Dear  GCN: 

Hooray  for  the  Gay  Pride  Committee.  We  had 
a  great  time  at  the  parade. 

Applause  not  bricks  to  them  for  their  work. 
Patricia  Jean 
Middleton,  NH 


unfair  evaluation 
of  mobe 

Dear  GCN: 

Mobilization  for  Survival,  both  nationally  and 
in  Boston,  is  committed  to  addressing  issues  of 
gay  and  lesbian  rights.  As  an  organization,  we 
take  the  charge  of  homophobia  very  seriously. 
We  were  understandably  surprised,  then,  to  see 
Mobe  chosen  as  the  example  to  lead  an  article  on 
homophobia  on  the  left.  (“Homophobia  in 
What’s  Left  of  the  Left,”  GCN,  June  7).  The  ar¬ 
ticle  bases  its  charge  on  the  fact  that  an  educa¬ 
tional  event  on  the  Libya  bombing  (co-sponsored 
by  Mobe,  AFSC,  CPPAX,  and  the  Lebanon 
Emergency  Committee)  was  scheduled  for  the 
same  night  as  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense  Com¬ 
mittee’s  forum  on  Left  homophobia. 

We  are  vividly  aware  that  homophobia  on  the 
left  often  takes  the  form  of  ignoring  gay /lesbian 
politics.  And  Mobilization,  despite  our  best  in¬ 
tentions,  is  occasionally  guilty  of  missing  the  boat 
on  issues  that  are  important  to  the  lesbian  and  gay 
communities.  But  the  GCN  article  is  neither  ac¬ 
curate  nor  balanced  in  its  evaluation  of  Mobe’s 
practice  —  around  this  incident  or  in  general. 

There  are  several  important  points  here.  First, 
the  organizers  of  the  event  on  Libya  (including 
Mobe)  were  simply  not  aware  of  the  GLDC  for¬ 
um  when  they  scheduled  facilities  and  speakers 
for  May  9.  There  was  a  flyer  available,  but  by 
mistake,  GLDC  didn’t  get  it  to  Mobilization.  Se¬ 
cond,  given  Mobilization’s  commitment  to 
gay/lesbian  issues,  co-scheduling  an  event  should 
not  be  sufficient  reason  to  raise  accusations  of 
homophobia.  Boston  is  a  politically  diverse  and 
active  city;  some  co-scheduling  should  be  accepted 
as  unavoidable  —  especially  given  the  rush  to  res¬ 
pond  to  Reagan’s  spring  offensive. 

The  conflict  was  unfortunate,  but  in  fact,  the 
two  events  were  aimed  at  different  audiences:  the 
Libya  forum  was  specifically  designed  to  reach 
the  non-activist  “general  public,”  while  the 
GLDC  forum  was  aimed  at  progressive  activists. 

Homophobia  on  the  left  is  a  very  real  issue;  it’s 
a  problem  we  need  to  continue  to  address  as  an 
organization.  But,  as  many  CCA  readers  know, 
our  commitment  to  lesbian  and  gay  politics  is 
evidenced  by  a  history  of  concrete  action.  In 
Boston,  we’ve  linked  with  the  struggle  of  gay  men 
and  lesbians  in  many  ways:  we  helped  organize 
the  original  protests  around  Dukakis’  foster  care 
policy;  we  provided  office  space  to  the  GLDC  for 
this  spring’s  Foster  Equality  campaign;  we  make 
a  consistent  effort  to  include  speakers  from  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community  at  our  larger  forums. 
Nationally,  Mobilization  for  Survival  is  one  of 
the  very  few  —  probably  the  only  —  peace  and 
anti-intervention  organization  with  a  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  network. 

An  article  that  discusses  the  issue  of  Left 
homophobia  by  singling  out  MfS  and  ignoring 
background  and  context  is  a  hinderance  to  con¬ 
structive  dialogue  and  an  unfortunate  departure 
from  GCN's  general  practice. 

Sincerely, 

The  Coordinating  Committee  of 
Boston  Mobilization  for  Survival 
Boston,  M.A 


Defense 

Committee 

Update 


Next  meeting;  Tuesday  July  15  at 
151  Tremont  St.  (on  the  common), 
7:30  pm.  New  members  welcome. 


many  of  us  were 
exhilarated 

Dear  GCN: 

If  you  want  some  spirit  and  a  dose  of  gay  pride; 
If  you  need  a  break  from  all  that’s  come  down  on 
us  in  the  last  week,  in  the  last  year,  in  the  last  five 
years;  If  you  want  to  be  provoked,  challenged, 
entertained,  warmed  and  amused;  If  you  love 
show  tunes,  cabaret,  politics,  humor,  language, 
any  or  all  of  the  above: 

Please  join  the  wild  crowds  and  go  see  the  Ten 
Percent  Revue,  playing  all  summer  at  the  Gifford 
House  in  Provincetown.  And  don’t  bother  read¬ 
ing  Ann  Fry’s  review  in  GCA  (July  6).  Did  we  see 
the  same  show?  Or,  do  we  live  in  the  same 
universe?  An  evening  of  “harmless,  light  com¬ 
edy”  flaunting  gay  pride,  love  and  defiance?  Ex¬ 
ploring  lesbians’  and  gay  men’s  stereotypes  of 
each  other?  Perhaps  Ann  Fry  often  finds  herself 
in  mixed  lesbian/gay  contexts  where  she  feels 
both  recognized  as  a  lesbian  and  challenged  to 
take  in  gay  men’s  experience — we  don’t!  Maybe 
she  knows  of  hundreds  of  contexts  where  talented 
lesbians  and  gay  men  can  collectively  create  a 
show  that  unabashedly  flaunts  it — we  don’t! 
Many  of  us  were  exhilarated  by  Ten  Percent 
Revue.  It  is  the  kind  of  show  we  desperately  need 
and  need  to  support. 

Margaret  Cerullo 
Marla  Erlien 
Cambridge,  MA 

feeling  good  ain’t 
harmiess 

Dear  CCA: 

Although  I  do  not,  as  a  rule,  kvetch  about  the 
cultural  content  of  the  paper,  Ann  Fry’s  review  of 
the  Ten  Percent  Revue  requires  comment.  First,  I 
must  say  that  my  lover  is  a  member  of  the  cast, 
and  second,  I  agreed  with  some  of  Fry’s  specific 
criticisms  of  the  show,  i.e.  that  two  songs  in  the 
first  act  are  quite  fluffy  and  that  male  content 
heavily  outweighs  female  content. 

Art,  though,  (or  in  this  case  “harmless  enter¬ 
tainment”)  must  be  placed  within  its  context  in 
order  to  be  fully  understood  and  appreciated.  And, 
further,  performances  are  shaped  and  defined  by 
the  interaction  between  performers  and  audience. 
What  Fry  failed  to  mention  in  her  article  is  that 
the  Provincetown  nightclub  scene  is  peopled  with 
drag  queens,  fag  hag  torch  singers  who  wail  about 
straight  men,  and  a  smattering  of  dykes  who 
range  from  excellent  to  just  fair.  Most  of  these  are 
solo  performers  who  make  only  a  minimal  effort 
to  connect  across  gender  lines.  The  Ten  Percent 
Revue  distinguishes  itself  in  many  respects. 

Against  the  backdrop  of  the  relatively  mindless 
vacation  bacchanalia  of  P’town,  this  show’s  cast 
of  three  men  and  two  women  offers  its  audiences 
relatively  substantial  material  dealing  with  issues 
both  current  and  pressing  in  the  lives  of  many  gay 
men  and  lesbians.  What  is  most  remarkable  is 
that  the  show’s  politics  are  delivered  in  such  a  way 
that  even  the  unsuspecting  apolitical  gay  person 
or  straight  person  can,  through  any  of  a  number 
of  routes,  be  drawn  into  the  songs  and  Tom 
Wilson-Weinberg’s  basic  message.  That  is,  it’s 
not  simply  okay  to  be  gay,  it’s  glorious,  life- 
affirming,  powerful  and  our  birthright. 

What  Fry  fails  to  acknowledge  in  her  review  is 
that  for  the  overwhelming  majority  of  us, 
regardless  of  our  politics,  regardless  of  how  we 
make  our  livings,  regardless  of  our  race,  our 
class,  our  gender  and  our  relational  status,  the 
central  issue  of  our  lives  is  that  we  are  queer.  How 
do  we  proceed  with  our  lives  after  we  know  that 
about  ourselves?  People  make  many  different 
choices  about  living  with  being  gay.  Some  of  us 
come  out  and  in.  the  coming  out,  step  across  a 
boundary  and  live  the  rest  of  our  lives  in  a  world 
quite  different  than  the  ones  in  which  we  grew  up. 
It  is  an  existential  declaration  of  independence  not 
easy  to  make  nor  simple  to  keep.  We  desperately 
need  the  cultural  affirmation  and  sense  of 
unrepentant  pride  and  joie  de  gai  that  the  Ten 
Percent  Revue  gives  us.  I’m  surprised  that  Fry 
would  have  so  easily  missed  or  dismissed  the  con¬ 
nection  between  the  audience  and  the  show,  but 
let  me  set  the  record  straight — the  audience  at 
opening  night  left  the  show  feeling  good.  And 
when  queers  feel  good  about  being  queer,  that 
ain’t  harmless.  Just  ask  Chief  Justice  Warren 
Burger  of  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

Sue  Hyde 
Cambridge,  MA 


in  memory  of  a 
foster  child 

Dear  GCN: 

This  year  we  lost  our  most  creative  foster  child 
and  criminal.  Jean  Genet  lived  his  life  and  wrote 
his  poems,  novels  and  plays  as  crimes  against 
society.  Those  of  his  acts  which  were  not  crimes  in 
the  letter  were  criminal  and  deviant  in  spirit. 

To  Genet,  not  to  be  deviant  was  to  be  incor¬ 
porated  into  a  world  based  on  privilege  and 
hypocrisy.  He  was  neither  a  voluntary  outcast, 
nor  a  passive  victim  of  society.  He  chose,  or 
rather  created,  a  way  of  life  which  he  knew  would 
lead  society  to  oppress  him.  He  was  an  active  vic¬ 
tim. 

Before  his  pardon  by  a  French  state  which  was 
embarrassed  to  keep  one  of  its  great  artists  locked 
up,  he  spent  a  considerable  time  in  jail.  That  is 
where  he  began  (secretly)  to  write.  Imprisonment 
was  the  price  Genet  knowingly  paid  for  taunting 
society  with  its  worship  of  property  and  its  racist, 
heterosexist  and  other  bigotries. 

Yet  Genet’s  uniqueness  as  a  revolutionary 
writer  is  that  his  message  cannot  be  easily  digested 
into  even  the  radical  end  of  the  spectrum  of  the 
liberal  humanitarian  tradition  of  politics.  He  was 
in  some  ways  as  subversive  of  that  tradition  as  he 
was  of  repressive  authority.  The  power  of  his 
work  is  to  find  beauty,  excitement,  love  and 
creativity  in  an  underworld  which  is  regarded  as 
evil  and  undesirable  by  both  the  rulers  of  society 
and  by  their  reformist  and  radical  critics.  Genet 
was  not  so  much  an  advocate  of  tolerance,  jus¬ 
tice,  accpetance,  equality  or  rights  but  more  a 
glorifier  of  deviance  from  a  world  which  denied 
him. 

Even  love  and  erotic  pleasure  are  often  in 
Genet’s  works  the  product  of  evil.  In  the  novel 
Querelle,  the  sailor  has  a  brief,  intense  and,  to  the 
reader,  extremely  arousing  love  affair  with  the 
man  he  has  already  framed  for  the  murder  he 
himself  committed.  In  the  wonderfully  sultry  and 
erotic  film  Chant  d’amour  (Genet’s  only  movie) 
prisoners  turn  their  imprisonment  into  a  source  of 
intense  sexual  excitement,  as  Genet  himself  had 
made  it  into  a  source  of  his  own  literary  creation. 
An  the  ultimate  irony  of  the  movie  is  that  Genet 
seduces  us  into  identifying  with  the  voyeuristic 
lust  of  the  jailer. 

Through  such  images  and  ideas  Genet  appalls 
the  liberal  consciousness.  So  much  so  that  many 
of  his  readers  have  tried  to  uncover  a  hidden 
liberal  morality  by  arguing  that  Genet  makes  his 
underworld  so  unpleasant  that  it  must  be  part  of 
some  negative  utopian  project.  His  discords  must 
imply  a  yearning  for  harmony.  To  me  it  seems 
that  his  great  achievement  as  a  writer  was  to 
reveal  the  excitement  of  the  discords. 

Though  he  supported  the  campaign  against 
French  colonialism  in  Algeria  and  worked  for  a 
few  dramatic  months  with  Black  Panthers,  Genet 
had  contempt  for  nearly  all  political  parties  and 
movements.  Yet  he  was  in  a  sense  a  profoundly 
political  person.  He  chose  to  write  about  and  also 
to  live  a  life  partly  described  in  A  Thief's  Journal, 
which  rejected,  scorned,  reviled,  outraged  and  of¬ 
fended  decent  society.  That  was  the  meaning  he 
gave  to  his  homosexuality  as  well  as  to  his 
thievery  and  his  refusal  to  acquire  a  home  or 
friends.  His  life  was  a  provocative  snub  to  the 
society  he  hated.  He  was  never,  like  so  many  en- 
fants  terribles,  to  be  incorporated  into  that  socie¬ 
ty  as  a  kind  of  licensed  joker.  That  is  why  his 
writings  are  so  inescapably  shocking. 

They  have  the  power  to  shock  not  only  the 
rulers  of  modern  society  but  also  many  people  in 
the  gay  movement.  Genet  did  not  seek  as  a  gay 
person  to  become  an  equal  accepted  part  of  socei- 
ty  as  it  is,  or  even  as  it  could  be  reformed.  He 
sought  to  use  homosexuality  as  a  form  of  creative 
subversion  of  society.  For  this  reason  he  would  no 
doubt  have  been  more  comfortable  in  the  com¬ 
pany  of  the  Stonewall  rioters  of  1969  than  he 
would  be  on  many  of  today’s  Gay  Pride  marches 
in  which  we  remember  (or  forget)  the  subversives 
of  the  Stonewall. 

Today,  in  a  period  in  which  our  lives  are  so 
frighteningly,  and  for  many  so  tragically, 
dominated  by  AIDS,  the  significance  of  in¬ 
fluences  like  that  of  Genet  in  our  movement  may 
well  become  obscured.  AIDS  undermines  the 
confidence  and  audacity  with  which  we  can  ex¬ 
press  our  sexuality  and  obliges  us  to  depend  on 
social  and  medical  services  which  are  controlled 
by  a  homophobic,  property-owning  society. 

Genet’s  greatness  as  a  writer  and  a  faggot  came 
from  giving  constant  affront  to  that  society.  We 
should  still  allow  him,  as  a  thief,  to  rob  us  of 
something  we  would  be  better  off  without  —  our 
defensiveness  and  our  fear  to  subvert.  For 
whatever  happens  to  society  Genet’s  ideas  will 
always  be  subversive. 

Bob  Sutcliffe 
Amherst,  MA 
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Speaking  Out - 

Being  Gay  is  Inherentiy  Radical 

By  Rex  Wockner 


Being  gay  is  a  very  radical,  non-mainstream,  countercultural,  misfit,  way-off-the-left- 
end-of-the-political-spectrum  thing  to  be.  For  this  reason,  it  strikes  me  as  odd  that  we  have 
in  our  midst  gay  Republicans,  gay  corporate  executives,  gay  fundamentalists,  gay  yuppies 
and  so  on. 

Don’t  get  me  wrong,  1  realize  anybody  can  turn  out  ot  be  gay.  What  I  don ’t  understand 
is  how  once  an  individual  has  found  the  dominant  cultural  norm  on  homosexuality  to  be 
incorrect,  the  same  individual  can  continue  buying  into  cultural  norms  across-the-board  in 
other  areas.  You  see,  being  gay  should  give  us  special  eyes  to  see  through  our  socialization, 
to  see  through  the  expectations,  traditions,  sacred  cows,  religions  and  world  views  of  our 
contemporaries. 

To  put  it  bluntly,  a  yuppie  corporate  lawyer  can’t  (consistently)  come  out  of  the  closet 
and  continue  being  a  yuppie  corporate  lawyer,  unless  he  or  she  places  the  highest  priority  on 
living  a  schizophrenic  existence. 

Let’s  use  an  analogy.  If  a  Catholic  is  gay  and  realizes  through  his  homosexual 
experiences  that  the  Catholic  church  is  wrong  about  homosexuality,  then  he  logically  has  to 
realize  the  Catholic  church  is  also  wrong  on  birth  control,  masturbation,  pre-marital  sex  and 
a  host  of  other  issues. 

If  a  corporate  yuppie  is  gay  and  realizes  the  morals  and  norms  of  his  corporate  world  on 
homosexuality  are  wrong,  he  should  begin  suspecting  many  other  norms  and  values  as  well. 
Items  on  the  suspect  list  could  include  monogamy,  capitalism,  ladder-climbing,  private 
health  care,  academia,  materialism,  money,  and  just  about  anything  else. 

You  see,  the  only  reason  we  buy  into  all  kinds  of  norms  is  because  we’ve  been  raised  not 
to  question  them.  But  once  our  experience  (like  being  gay)  forces  us  to  challenge  some 
fundamental  principles  of  society  (homosexuality  is  bad/wrong/sick/sinful),  it  ought  to  tip 
us  off  to  the  fact  that  other  fundamenteil  principles  of  our  society  could  be  just  as  wrong.  In 
a  sense,  being  gay  gives  us  permission  to  become  questioners,  challengers,  radicals,  even 
prophets,  because  we  have  an  inside  track. 

When  I  was  19,  and  auto-piloting  my  way  through  college,  I  presupposed  that  the 
following  things  were  basic:  screwing  women,  getting  A’s,  getting  part-time  journalism 
experience,  never  missing  my  university’s  football  and  basketball  games,  consuming  kegs  of 
beer,  keeping  my  car  waxed,  and  keeping  my  parents  somewhat  content. 
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l.a.w.  stops 
halfway 

Dear  GCN: 

I ’m  so  glad  to  see  letters  in  your  May  3 1  issue 
about  the  classism  of  Ladies  Against  Women.  1 
saw  them  recently  in  Philadelphia  and  was  struck 
by  the  same  thing.  I  found  it  very  odd  that  the 
supposedly  middle  class  or  rich  women  in  the  skits 
were  not  accompanied  by  middle  class  or  rich  hus¬ 
bands.  Having  the  only  men  we  saw  be  working 
class  left  the  audience  with  the  distorted  impres¬ 
sion  that  middle-class  women  and  working-class 
men  are  the  sources  of  the  problems  portrayed, 
whereas  really  of  course  both  groups  are  oppress¬ 
ed  by  middle-class  or  rich  men.  It’s  really  sad  to 
see  a  group  with  as  much  potential  as  L.A.W. 
slop  halfway  and  leave  this  big  hole  in  their 
material.  The  end  result  left  me  angry  or  depress¬ 
ed  as  much  as  it  made  me  laugh. 

If  people  want  write  to  them  and  offer  com¬ 
ments,  their  address  is  Ladies  Against  Women, 
1600  Woolsey  tt7,  Berkeley,  CA  94703. 

Sincerely, 

Jeff  Keith 
Philadelphia,  PA 


support  in  texas 

Dear  GCN: 

As  of  June  1986  a  legal  support  group  has 
formed  to  assist  prisoners  in  civil  rights  actions. 
Due  to  the  legal  (illegal!)  trends  in  our  prison 
system  and  the  large  number  of  civil  rights  actions 
that  have  been  filed  over  the  last  few  years,  there 
are  hundreds  of  prisoners  that  have  a  working 
knowledge  of  civil  law.  Our  association  gives 
legal  advice  on  how  to  start  a  civil  rights  suit,  who 
to  write  to  obtain  a  list  of  legal  services  in  that 
prisoner’s  state,  obtaining  legal  materials,  law 
books,  and  how  to  reach  national  organizations 
etc. 

Why  I  am  writing  is  to  seek  your  assistance  in 
reaching  those  prisoners  that  need  our  service. 
We  are  only  convicts  and  have  no  funds  other 
than  our  own  personal  envelopes  to  contact  those 
who  write  us. 

Thank  you  for  your  help. 

Prisoners  Legal  Support  Group 
c/o  Charlie  Willis 
333526  Ellis  2  Rt  6 
Huntsville,  TX  77340 


Correction 

Two  words  were  missing  from  John 
Zeh's  June  28  letter,  “LaRouche’s 
Racism"  (Vol.  13,  No.  48).  The  second 
paragraph  should  have  read:  "Overall, 
LaRouche  fronts  such  as  the  Schiller  In¬ 
stitute  and  National  Democratic  Policy 
Committee  mask  themselves  as 
defenders  of  black  equality  while  in  reali¬ 
ty  they  have  tried  to  stall  the  struggle 
against  racism.” 

We  apologize  to  John  Zeh  and  to  our 
readers. 


don’t  let  it  be  ‘ok’ 
just  because  it’s 
‘not  your  problem’ 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  your  article  ‘Check 
up  on  prisoners’  by  Bob  Burdick.  I  was  upset  and 
appalled  that  he  thinks  he  wasted  his  time  and 
money  by  corresponding  with  prisoners  and  that 
we  are  ALL  like  the  people  that  supposedly  took 
him  for  a  ride.  A  “free”  person  can’t  have  money 
‘taken  away’  from  him  or  her  that  they  have 
‘GIVEN’  (to  a  prisoner).  As  for  prisoners  needing 
things,  sure  we  need  things.  It’s  not  like  we  can  go 
down  to  the  local  store  and  buy  what  we  like  (with 
all  the  money  we  get  from  the  jobs  that  most  of  us 
can’t  have). 

But  we  still  have  our  dignity  and  pride  and  it’s 
very  hard  to  ask  someone  for  something  unless 
you  really  need  it.  I  haven’t  been  in  ‘America’  for 
a  long  time  now  (I’ve  been  locked  up  for  6  years), 
and  I  know  that  the  people  that  write  me  help  so 
much  by  just  being  there  and  lending  knowledge 
and  moral  support  so  I  can  get  through  this  time  a 
little  easier. 

Most  of  us  don’t  like  any  form  of  authority  and 
to  have  some  homophobic  idiot  in  here  get  further 
into  our  business  (“checking  up  on  us”)  would  be 
awful.  Can  you  imagine  after  all  the  struggles  free 
people  go  through  concerning  their  sexual 
freedom  and  rights  to  choose,  what  prisoners  in  a 
controlled  environment  have  to  go  through?  Plus 
there’s  no  way  for  us  to  organize  against  these 
masters  of  unreason.  Putting  together  any  type  of 
consciousness  raising  group  on  homosexuality  is 
“against  the  orderly  running  of  the  institution.” 
In  fact  if  a  person  is  too  far  out  of  the  closet  they 
can  get  harassed  and  even  put  in  solitary  confine¬ 
ment  for  their  own  “protection.” 

If  there  were  organizations  out  there  who 
would  come  in  and  have  ‘seminars’  or  show  films, 
it  would  help  us  and  also  help  you  to  know  what 
goes  on  inside  these  places.  We  are  not  a  lonely 
hearts  club  but  real  people  with  real  needs  trying 
to  hold  our  heads  above  the  floods  so  that  we 
don ’t  drown  in  this  sea  of  hatred  and  violence  and 
sorrow. 

I  know  I  have  enjoyed  the  many  things  my 
associates  have  shared  with  me  and  1  hope  I  have 
been  able  to  shed  some  light  into  their  lives.  We 
cannot  be  forced  into  something  we  are  not,  and 
if  people  could  get  past  their  own  selfish  needs 
and  fight  for  larger  causes,  not  just  the  injustices 
that  directly  affect  them,  this  might  be  a  better 
world  for  all. 

Get  lively,  you  folks  out  there.  Don’t  let  it  be 
okay  j  ust  because  it ’s  not  your  problem  at  the  mo¬ 
ment.  1  doubt  this  letter  will  help  but  I  hope  it 
sparks  the  spirit  in  someone’s  heart. 

Love  and  strength, 

Fonda  Holmes,  02758-054 
Federal  Women’s  Prison 
Box  A  Cottage  16 
Alderson,  WV  24910 


Ten  years  later,  I  value  a  different  list  of  things:  good  friendships,  one  special  partner, 
playing  and  laughing,  “de-accumulation”  of  material  clutter  in  my  life,  travel,  self¬ 
understanding,  and  a  systematic  attempt  to  blow  off  life-draining  expectations  of  my 
culture. 

How  did  I  get  from  the  beer-guzzling,  car-waxing  football  fan  of  1976  to  the  playful, 
de-accumulating  radical  of  1986? 

I  found  out  that  I  was  gay  and  that  the  norms  of  my  society  were  inadequate  to  help  me 
construct  a  workable  life  as  a  gay  man.  I  found  out  I  was  on  my  own. 

What  a  chance!  I  was  on  my  own  to  construct  my  life  as  I  chose.  If  job  “A”  didn’t  give 
my  life  meaning,  then  I  would  feed  myself  another  way.  If  “building  a  career”  seemed  like 
an  odd  response  to  the /act  I  would  be  dead  in  50  years  anyway,  then  I  wouldn’t  “build”  a 
career. 

In  fact,  all  sorts  of  things  that  were  givens  in  my  existence  opened  up  to  questioning. 
For  example,  for  the  longest  time  I  asked  monogamy  of  my  partners  in  gay  relationships. 
Finally,  however,  1  found  myself  in  a  pleasant,  life-giving  relationship  with  a  fellow  who 
thought  monogamy  was  contrary  to  his  well-being.  1  was  faced  with  the  simple  choice  of 
playing  by  his  rules  or  not  playing.  So,  I  allowed  myself  some  polygamy.  Not  only  did  it  not 
harm  our  relationship,  but  it  rather  gave  it  a  relaxed,  healthy  feel.  Another  societal  given  bit 
the  dust. 

Capitalism  is  another  etched-in-stone  fundamental  first  principle  of  my  society  that  my 
new  role  as  questioner  has  allowed  me  to  challenge.  I  think  it  was  walking  to  work  in  the 
Loop  of  Chicago  and  stepping  over  people  who  had  spent  the  night  sleeping  on  the  sidewalk. 
Or,  perhaps  it  was  talking  with  my  eye  doctor  who  couldn’t  get  any  health  insurance  because 
he  had  had  a  heart  attack  10  years  earlier.  Perhaps  it  was  a  simple  response  to  the  90,000 
television  and  billboard  ads  that  have  bombarded  me. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  may  have  been  watching  my  college  friends  work  and  slave  at 
night  just  to  get  an  education  during  the  day.  Or  maybe  it  was  spending  a  summer  in 
Scandinavia,  where  all  sorts  of  things  we  pay  for,  they  receive  free.  1  saw  no  poverty  in 
Denmark,  much  less  crime,  and  in  many  ways  a  freer  society  than  our  own  pillar  of 
Democracy.  (I  was  just  recently  informed  by  the  U.S.  government  that  I  may  not  vacation  in 
Cuba;  no  American  can;  owr  government  won’t  let  us  go.) 

Questioning  the  givens  around  me  has  also  led  me  down  some  paths  that  I  was  surprised 
to  tread.  Academia  is  a  good  example.  As  I  was  writing  my  umpteenth  research  paper  in 
grad  school  on  some  unfathomably  remote  topic,  it  dawned  on  me  one  day  that  I’m  going  to 
be  dead  in  fifty  years.  Did  I  really  want  to  be  sitting  in  a  musty  library  reading  things  in  Latin 
when  there  was  a  world  out  there  and  a  life  to  live?  At  some  point,  I  realized,  we  must 
abandon  our  formal  education  and  get  on  with  the  informal  business  of  living. 

The  examples  are  many.  The  point  is  that  I  began  to  question  all  the  muck  in  my  life 
only  after  I  gave  myself  permission  to  question  my  culture  on  homosexuality.  Once  I  found 
out  this  norm  was  screwed  it  was  simply  logical  to  assume  society  could  be  screwed  in  a 
number  of  things. 

Thank  God  I’m  gay,  because  I  got  a  chance  to  step  outside  and  view  the  madness  from  a 
distance.  Now  I’m  free  to  try  to  map  out  my  own  life. 

Rex  Wockner  is  a  free  lance  columnist  for  the  Windy  City  Times  in  Chicago.  His  work  will 
be  appearing  in  the  Body  Politic  and  the  Advocate  in  July. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings,  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  GCN  staff  collective  reserves  the 
right  to  limit  length  and  number  of  signatures  in  “Speaking  Out.”  The  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff,  or  the  advertisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167Tremont  St.,  5th  FI., 
Boston,  MA  02111. 


Gay  Community  News  is 
in  its  fourteenth  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  tig_ 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don’t  miss  another  issue!) 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 

My  name  Is _ ^ _ Address - 

City _ State _ Zip _ 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $33.00  $ 
25  weeks  $20.00  $ 
25  weeks/low  income  $12.00  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  lor  foreign, 
including  Canada.  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 
GCN  IS  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 
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One  of  many  anti-LaRouche  contingents. 

S.F.  Political  Carnival 


Continued from  page  3 

riers,  not  citizens.  He  wants  to  call 
all  gay  people  carriers,  not 
citizens.  Lyndon  LaRouche  wants 
to  give  credibility  to  the  absurd.” 

“That’s  one  more  bigot’s  bar¬ 
ricade,”  announced  Parade  grand 
marshall  and  former  National  Gay 
Task  Force  director  Virginia  Ap- 
puzzo,  “that  we’re  going  to 
storm.” 

Appuzzo  was  one  of  only  14 
scheduled  speakers  and  enter¬ 
tainers  in  this  year’s  rally  program, 
down  from  thirty  last  year.  There 
were  fewer  live  acts,  more  record¬ 
ed  music,  less  dancing,  and  the  net 
result  of  a  rally  that  ended  at  five 
p.m.  instead  of  at  6:30  as  the 
previous  year. 

But  the  celebration  did  not  stop 


for  everyone.  As  crews  began 
dismantling  the  stage,  a  spon¬ 
taneous  circle  of  nearly  a  hundred 
men,  chanting  and  holding  hands, 
began  drawing  people  like  a 
magnet  from  throughout  the 
plaza.  Augmented  by  a  group  of 
Native  American  women  —  part 
of  a  contingent  from  Arizona’s 
Big  Mountain  —  and  by  the  merely 
curious,  the  circle’s  single  power¬ 
ful  chord  echoed  off  of  surroun¬ 
ding  buildings,  then  escalated  to 
an  ecstatic  cheering.  Nearby,  a 
man  produced  his  video  camera 
and  filmed  the  scene,  one  final 
spectacle  in  an  institution  where 
spectacle  is  the  rule  of  the  day. 


vowed  to  start  a  recall  petition. 
“This  town  has  become  a  hotbed 
for  homosexuals,”  Smith  said. 
“They’re  all  over  the  place.” 
While  Smith  has  since  backed  off 
from  the  petition,  a  group  of  fun¬ 
damentalist  churches  is  pursuing 
the  recall  campaign. 

Despite  the  pressure,  Gulley, 
who  was  elected  with  strong  sup¬ 
port  from  the  gay  and  progressive 
communities,  stood  firm  on  his 
proclamation.  “1  think  he  [Smith] 
is  going  to  find  out  that  the  majori¬ 
ty  of  citizens  of  Durham  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  that  we  should  be  a  communi¬ 
ty  that  is  marked  by  intolerance, 
prejudice  or  fear,”  he  said.  “It 
looks  like  this  guy  is  trying  to  give 
some  life  to  his  campaign,  and 
that’s  unfortunate.” 

Mab  Segrest,  one  of  the  march’s 
organizers,  said  the  anti- 
lesbian/gay  backlash  was  “one 
reason  for  the  march.  The  bigots 
are  just  coming  out  of  the  closet. 
There’s  a  need  to  be  visible  and  not 
to  let  this  kind  of  ignorance  and 
fear  that’s  coming  out  shape  our 
lives.” 

Despite  fears  that  the  backlash 
would  carry  over  to  the  march  (the 
Durham  Police  Department 
reportedly  readied  a  SWAT  team 
for  the  occasion),  the  march  pro¬ 
ceeded  without  incident.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  were 
joined  by  scores  of  straight  sup¬ 
porters,  who  had  formed  a 
separate  organization  to  help  raise 
money  and  consciousness  for  the 
march  and  celebration.  “The  con¬ 
troversy  definitely  motivated 


progressive  non-gays  to  come  out 
and  support  us,”  said  Jim  Baxter, 
who  served  on  the  march’s  steering 
committee. 

The  march  wound  its  way 
through  much  of  West  Durham, 
finishing  at  at  park  where  mar¬ 
chers  listened  to  a  series  of 
testimonials,  including  a  tearful 
recollection  by  North  Carolina 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Health  Project 
co-founder  David  Jolly  of  the  men 
he  has  watched  die  of  AIDS. 
Music  was  provided  by  the  Com¬ 
mon  Woman  Chorus  and  several 
other  groups. 

In  his  keynote  speech,  gay 
Democratic  Party  activist  Joe 
Herzenberg  of  Chapel  Hill  said, 
“We  are  nearing  the  end  of  a  great 
week  in  the  history  of  this  city,  in 
the  history  of  the  Triangle.  Never 
before  has  the  issue  of  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  rights  been  on  the  agendas  of 
the  Durham  City  Council,  the 
Orange  County  Board  of  Commis¬ 
sioners  and  the  Carrboro  Board  of 
Aldermen.”  * 

Organizer  Baxter,  who  moved 
to  North  Carolina  14  years  ago, 
said,  “As  I  unwound  at  the  rally,  I 
realized  that  I  have  really  been 
waiting  for  this  march  since  the  day 
I  moved  to  North  Carolina.  The 
day’s  turnout,  and  the  support  we 
received  from  the  non-gay  com¬ 
munity,  show  the  gay  and  lesbian 
rights  movement  in  North  Carolina 
is  coming  of  age.” 

“We  called  it  the  Triangle  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Pride  March,”  he  said, 
“partly  because  that  was  all  we 
could  conceive  of  pulling  off.  But 


people  came  from  all  over  the  state: 
from  Greensboro,  Charlotte,  all 
over.  I  think  we  can  say  it  was  a 
North  Carolina  Gay  Pride  March.” 

Added  Leo  Teachout,  president 
of  the  North  Carolina  Human 
Rights  Fund:  “I  think  it’s  going  to 
have  tremendous  impact.  It  sets  a 
.standard  for  other  communities  in 
the  state:  They  can  do  the  same 
thing;  they  can  focus  the  same  is¬ 
sues.  And  when  that  is  done  in 
Durham,  and  Raleigh,  and  Wilm¬ 
ington,  and  Asheville,  then  we’ll 
start  achieving  something. 


Corrections 

An  uncredited  photo  of  Merle 
Miller  appeared  in  Vol.  13,  No. 
49.  The  photo  was  taken  by 
Richard  J.  Brilliante  of  Pro¬ 
vidence,  R.L.  Our  apologies  for 
the  oversight  and  thanks  to 
Richard  for  bringing  it  to  our  at¬ 
tention. 

*  *  * 

An  article  in  Vol.  13,  No.  50  on  a 
national  anti-viral  drug  study  in¬ 
correctly  described  the  treatment 
program  in  which  Alan  Kuconis  is 
involved.  Kuconis  is  participating 
in  a  study  of  the  drug  alpha  in¬ 
terferon.  Again,  our  apologies. 


THE  BUSINESS  GUIDE 


This  guide  provides  a  listing  of  lesbian-  and  gay-owned, 
staffs, or  supportive  businesses  and  services.  For  details  about 
having  your  business  listed  for  just  $100  per  year,  please  call 
Laurie  Sherman  at  (617)  426-4469. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 
OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 


ACUPUNCTURE 
MICHAEL  W.  HUSSIN,  R.Ac. 
ACUPUNCTURE/MEDICAL  ARTS  CTR. 
15  Kenwood  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
625-8840 

ALCOHOL/DRUG  TREATMENT 

SPOEEORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITINGATAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
1 26  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 


BOOKSTORES 
GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 
NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

CABINET  MAKING 

GREAT  EASTERN  WOODWORKS 
ELIZABETH  REGAN 
Howard  Street 
Wilton,  NH  03086 
(603),  654-6730 

CHIROPRACTORS 
DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  NANCY  GROSSMAN 
1018  Beacon  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-7703 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
45  Newbury  St. 

Suite  333 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
266-8584 

DR.  lONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
232-7200 

CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111 
482-4662 


CLEANING 

GRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  and  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5146 

COMPUTER  CONSULTING 

JUDY  HOUSMAN 

MICROSOLVE 

285  Harvard  St.  206 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

354-2365 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 
LUNCH  BUDDIES 
Brookline,  MA 
731-8934 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1 259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 

364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 
DOC  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOC  TRAINING  CENTER 
Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
782-1952 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 
B.B.V.M.  ELECTRICAL 
296-0553  ' 

ELECTROLYSIS 
JUDY  FEINER 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM  FOR 
WOMEN 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

INSURANCE 
DAVID  L.  COLLINS.CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 
KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 


MARGARET  M.  LAPRE 

INSURANCE 

697  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-8187 
ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,MA  01840 
683-7676 

LABWORK 

STATUS/MOVIDEA 
Stats,  Darkroom  Services 
92  South  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
338-3014 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MEDICAL/COUNSELINC 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 

FAMILY  THERAPY 
1 0  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
522-9446 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westborough,  MA  01581 
366-8576 

DORCHESTER  COUNSELING 
Ron  Woolson,  LICSW 
35  Juliette  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02122 
288-1457 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86'/2  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02 1 39 
876-4488 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
Room  219 
542-5188 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 

MA  Counseling 
1 10  Orchard  St. 

Somerville  Ma.  02144 
628-6988 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
267-7573 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
3 1 9  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 
TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

ULTIMATE  IDENTITY  COUNSELING 
DR.  SHIRLEY  A.  WHITING,  M.c.s. 

16  Old  Colony  Ave. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
293-2267 

WINGS  THERAPY  COLLECTIVE 
60'/2  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 

(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 

641-1234 

MUSCLE  THERAPY 

ANDREW  HANES 
WHOLE  HEALTH  CROUP 
45  Newbury  St.  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 
PETS 

PEACEABLE  KINGDOM 
Pets,  Supplies,  Grooming 
142  South  St. 

J.P.,  MA  02130 
522-5153 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 

Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 


PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 
PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02215 
536-0526 


PLASTERING 
DAVERIK  ASSOCIATES 
FRED  GRIMALDI 
2  Woodworth  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02122 
282-3961 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 
PRINTING  131 
131  Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
723-5130 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

CENTURY  21/PARK  REALTY 
DAVID  VIEIRA 
63  Fairmount  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-3400/800-323-2380 
RACHAEL  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  No.  31 
The  Arcade  Bldg. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

VICTORIAN  BOSTON  PROPERTIES 
Real  Estate  Brokerage  &  Investments 
577  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
536-8700 

ROLFINC 

LISA  TACKLEY 
Certified  Rolfer 
45  Newbury  St.,  #333 
Boston,  MA  021 16 
782-1952/266-8584 

ROOFING 

GREAT  ROOFS 
P.O.  Box  M,  Astor  Station 
Boston,  MA  02123 
282-7078 


TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 
MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

T-SHIRT  PRINTING 

COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC  SERVICES 
Linda  Hall,  Jan  Savoy, 

Anni  Waterflow 
152  Plymouth  St. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
294-1948 


TRAVEL 
FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

ITA  TRAVEL  SERVICES 
370  Mystic  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02145 
776-4340 
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Gangster  Romance  Avoids  Heterosexual  Cliches 


slipping,  in  Neil  Jordan’s  Mona  Lisa. 


Mona  Lisa.  Directed  by  NeilJordan. 
H'niten  by  Neil  Jordan  and  David 
Leland.  tVith  Bob  Hoskins,  Cathy 
Tyson,  Robbie  Coltrane  and  Michael 
Caine.  At  the  Nickelodeon  and  the 
Harvard  Square  Theaters. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

Mona  Lisa  is  an  underworld 
fairy  tale  about  an  ex-con,  George 
(Bob  Hoskins),  who  chauffers  a 
high-class  call  girl,  Simone  (Cathy 
Tyson),  from  trick  to  trick  as  she 
trysts  her  night  away.  George,  with 
his  flashy  clothes  and  his  blatant, 
honest  manners,  sees  himself  as 
the  proverbial  frog  waiting  for  the 
princess’  kiss.  And  Simone  — 
whom  he  describes  as  a  “tall,  thin. 
Black  tart”  —  with  her  cool  ele¬ 
gant  look  and  expensive,  posh  en¬ 
sembles  is  his  idea  of  a  princess. 
But  their  relationship  evolves  with 
a  complicated  mixture  of  shared 
empathies  and  enmities,  rather 
than  the  usual  fairy  tale  romance. 

George  gets  his  driving  gig  as  a 
favor  from  crime  king-pin  Mort- 
well  (Michael  Caine)  who  uses 
Simone,  and  other  women,  to  get 
blackmail  material  on  well-placed 
men.  George  and  Simone  clash  at 
first;  he  has  none  of  the  casual 
elegance  she  needs  from  him  to  do 
her  job  and  not  get  arrested,  and 
he  doesn’t  take  to  a  Black  whore 
whom  he  feels  is  putting  on  airs. 

For  all  its  faults, 
Mona  Lisa  ends 
up  being  a 
gorgeous, 
intelligent  and 
exciting  movie. 

But  eventually  they  come  to  like 
and  respect  one  another.  She  sees 
in  him  an  honest  person  whom  she 
can  trust  and  rely  upon  and  he  is 
romanced  by  the  sheen  of  class 
which  barely  hides  her  hard  won, 
hard-knocks  grasp  of  reality.  His 
resentment  wanes  and  he  allows 
her  to  dress  him  and  teach  him  the 
ropes  of  their  trade.  Rather  than 
lovers,  George  and  Simone 
become  compatriots:  he  gives  her 
moral  and  physical  support  and 
she  shows  him  more  effective  ways 
to  deal  with  their  bosses.  Simone 
asks  him  to  find  a  young  woman 
—  her  friend  and  ex-  co-worker  — 
who  is  still  trapped  in  the  clutches 
of  London’s  underworld  of  sex, 
drugs,  and  violence.  George  sees 
his  helping  her  as  a  knightly  quest 
to  prove  himself  to  this  “lady.  ” 
But  as  the  story  twists  and  turns, 
and  the  past  becomes  clearer,  both 
he  and  Simone  end  up  not  only  in 
deep  trouble,  but  viewing  one  an¬ 
other  differently. 

Mona  Lisa  is  a  daring  mixture  of 
style  and  genre.  Part  gangster  noir, 
part  lyric  romance  it  manages  to 


LOOKING  AT 
USED  CARS? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to 
us  for  a  complete  evaluation. 
$30  for  4  or  6  cylinder  cars  — 
$8  extra  for  V-8,  van  or  A/C 
(with  this  ad). 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  St. 
267-0300 


Prefer  Lower  Sodium? 
Less  Fat? 

Want  Good  Taste? 

Low  Calories? 

Look  In  supormarkol  doll  dopU.  for 
SO-LO  CHEESE...IdMl  lor  every 
heallti  conscious  person.  _ 


take  all  of  these  elements  and  work 
them  into  something  which  takes  a 
bemused  look  at  lifc,  while  never 
losing  sight  of  the  hard  core  real¬ 
ities  in  which  people  have  to  live 
and  function.  Director  Neil  Jor¬ 
dan,  whose  last  film  The  Company 
of  Wolves  was  a  feminist/marx¬ 
ist/Freudian  retelling  of  Little  Red 
Riding  Hood  with  a  script  by 


By  Loie  Hayes 

A  delicate  and  problematic  bal¬ 
ance  exists  between  the  creation  of 
hard-hitting  political  art  and  the 
need  to  communicate  those  poli¬ 
tics  to  an  audience  which  is  over¬ 
whelmingly  educated  to  desire 
Hollywood-type  romances.  Neil 
Jordan’s  Mona  Lisa  illustrates 
well  this  dilemma. 

Certainly  Jordan  puts  out  a 
graphic  condemnation  of  the 
abuse  prostitutes  can  receive  at  the 
hands  of  organized  crime.*  Like¬ 
wise  the  film  offers  a  positive  por¬ 
trait  of  a  Black  woman  who  loves 
another  woman,  and  does  not  shy 
away  from  showing  the  hatred  and 
violence  her  sex  and  sexuality  must 
overcome. 

Yet  as  much  as  this  film  ac¬ 
curately  presents  some  feminist 
concerns,  its  center  is  a  roman¬ 
ticized  portrait  of  a  man  who 
ultimately  abandons  a  woman 


Angela  Carter,  manages  to  create  a 
situation  and  characters  which 
have  a  much  deeper  emotional 
resonance  than  we  would  normally 
be  willing  to  grant  them.  George 
and  Simone  are  suspended 
somewhere  between  reality,  an  ab¬ 
surd  fantasy,  and  a  series  of  off- 

Continued  on  page  10 


trapped  in  a  vulnerability  which  he 
as  a  white,  heterosexual  man  may 
escape. 

The  film  opens  and  closes  with 
glimpses  of  an  intense  and  even¬ 
tually  affectionate  connection  bet¬ 
ween  the  main  character,  George, 
and  his  classically  beautiful 
15-year-old  daughter.  This  rela¬ 
tionship  remains  a  larger-than-life 
backdrop  for  the  film’s  major  rela¬ 
tionship  between  George  and  the 
call  girl,  Simone,  effectively 
undercutting  their  largely  realistic 
—  and  political  —  interchange. 
Like  the  sugary  string  arrange¬ 
ments  on  the  Nat  King  Cole  theme 
song,  the  unexamined 
“naturalness”  of  this  father- 
daughter  bond  seems  out  of  con¬ 
text  with  the  film’s  gritty  portrait 
of  prostitution,  economic  power 
and  sexual  powerlessness. 

Mona  Lisa  is  not  premised  on 


lesbian  liberation.  The  revelation 
of  Simone’s  sexuality  is  treated  all 
too  briefly  and  obliquely  to  satisfy 
as  a  substantially  lesbian  narrative. 
Yet  we  as  lesbians  and  gay  men  can 


study  this  Mona  Lisa,  we  can  see 
ourselves  in  parts  of  it,  and  we  can 
enjoy  the  hidden  truths  it  success¬ 
fully  brings  to  screen. 


»,c 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insuranco  for  all  your  noods 


Suite  030 

50  Congress  Street 
Boston  Mass  02109 


Orleans  Shopping  Pia^a 
6  Orleans  Mass  02643  \ 


1  800  352  3105 


Coll  Toll  Free  1-800-35X-318S 


^Fenway\^ 
Community 
Health 
^Center  ^ 


Gay  Men's  Health 

Scott  Harris,  M.D.,  our  new  internist, 
is  highly  skilled  and  approachable 
He  addresses  health  concerns  ranging 
from  common  colds/flu  to  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  and  AIDS. 


Women's  Health 

Our  new  women's  health  clinician, 

P.  Clay  Stephens,  PA,  has  years  of  ex¬ 
perience  in  ^y,  lesbian  and  women's 
nealth  care.  Peggy  Roberts,  M.D,  is  a 
family  physician  w'ho  provides  w  omen's 
and  primary  health  care  services. 

You  can  choose  your  own  personal  medical  provider. 

•  Free  Blood  Pressure  Clinic:  Friday  10:30  -  noon. 

•  HTLV-3  Education  and  Testing  267-0159. 

•  Lunchtime,  Dinner  and  Evening  Appointments  now  Available. 


16  HAVILAND  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02115  (617)  267-7573 


•  Uxated  2  blocks  from  Auditorium  T-stop. 

•  We  accept  VISA/MC,  personal  checks,  and  will  bill  major  insurance  carriers. 


tT 


Daverik  Associates 


PLASTERING  &  REMODELING 

Commercial  —  Residential 


Fred  Grimaldi 


282-3961 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 
AHORNEY  AT  LAW 
in  Proctice  Since  1975 


Family  Law  General  Practice 

•Custody  Issues  ‘Employment  Rights 

•Relationship  ‘Personal  Injury 

Agreements  ‘  Landlord/Tenant 

‘Estate  Planning 

52  Western  Ave.,  Camb.,  MA  02139  (617)876-7099 


LETTERHEADS 
ENVELOPES 
NCR  FORMS 
BUSINESS  CARDS 
TYPESETTING 
BINDERY  SERVICES 
QUALITY  2-COLOR  PRINTING 
BROCHURES/FLYERS 
'  HIGH-SPEED  COPYING 
'  COLLATING 
STAPLING 
GBC  BINDING 


COPLEY 

COPYYYY 

OFFSET  PRINTING  & 
INSTANT  DUPLICATION 
392  BOYLSTON  ST.  REAR 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
617-267-9488 


FREE  PICK  UP  AND  DELIVERY 


It’s  Not  Easy  To  Be  A  Parent 

when  you’re  considering  coming  out  to  your 
children .  .  when  your  lover  is  jealous  of  your  kids 
. .  .when  your  ‘ex’  can’t  cope  with  your  lifestyle, 
when  you  don’t  know  other  gay  parents. 

Help  is  available.  #. 

South  End  Counseling 

Methuen;  687-4383 
Boston:  437-9643 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 
Call  us: 

739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 

Room  331 ,  Boston 


MassBay 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 


Feminist  Facet  Flawed 


Substantial  Participation  by  Lesbians  of  Color 


By  Vivienne  Louise 

The  International  Lesbian  Information  Service  (ILIS) 
held  its  eighth  conference  on  the  weekend  of  March  28. 
1986,  in  Geneva,  Switzerland.  The  conference  commen¬ 
ced  and  concluded  with  plenary  sessions  that  were 
translated  into  French,  Spanish,  and  English.  The 
translators  were  feminist  volunteers,  who  curiously 
enough  included  heterosexual  women. 

Approximately  800  lesbians  attended  the  conference 
from  no  less  than  30  countries  around  the  world,  in¬ 
cluding:  France,  Britain,  Yugoslavia,  USA,  Denmark, 
Belgium,  Spain,  Germany,  Switzerland,  Japan,  Thai¬ 
land,  Bangladesh,  India,  Italy,  East  Africa  and  Central 
America  (specific  names  of  countries  withheld  by 
request),  Mexico,  Peru,  Chile,  South  Africa  (white  les¬ 
bian),  Mozambique  (white  lesbian),  Australia  (white  and 
Indian  lesbians),  Dominican  Republic,  Holland,  Sweden, 
Canada,  Ireland,  Portugal,  Haiti  (white  lesbian),  and  Lux¬ 
embourg. 

The  conference  was  hosted  by  the  nine-member 
group  Vanille-Fraise  (Vanilla-Strawberry)  and  was  housed 
at  the  University  of  Geneva.  There  were  20  scheduled 
workshops,  several  spontaneous  workshops  and  caucuses, 
along  with  films,  slide  shows  and  dramatic  presentations. 

ILIS  is  a  floating  secretariat  that  has  produced  seven 
conferences  prior  to  86.  However,  this  was  the  first  con- 


racist  and  classist.  However,  we  were  not  afforded  this  op- 
porunity.  Through  discussion  with  two  members  of  ILIS, 
we  grew  to  understand  their  reasoning  but  still  tailed  to 
agree  with  their  conclusion.  This  lack  of  strong  lesbian 
separatist  visibility  was  sorely  missed  by  not  only  ourselves 
but  many  other  lesbians. 

The  highlight  of  the  conference  was  a  march  from  the 
University  to  downtown  Geneva.  Approximately  300  -400 
lesbians  participated  in  this  demonstration  which  ended  on 
the  banks  of  Lake  Geneva.  At  that  point  a  banner  represen¬ 
ting  lesbian  solidarity  and  visibility  was  draped  over  a  statue 
of  two  women  embracing  each  other.  The  statue  represents 
mother  Switzerland.  It  is  a  very  nationalistic  monument  and 
a  policeman  became  outraged  at  what  he  thought  was  a 
defamation  of  this  symbol.  However,  in  the  end  the  banner 
was  raised  and  lesbians  cheered  loudly,  exclaiming  our 
strength  and  visibility. 

There  were  many  lesbians  who  did  not  participate  in 
the  march  because  of  personal  safety  issues.  In  particular, 
the  Black  lesbians  from  London  felt  very  vulnerable  and 
were  well  aware  of  the  racist  attitudes  of  the  Swiss  in 
general,  and  the  police  in  particular.  They  were  also  con¬ 
cerned  about  being  photographed  and  having  pictures 
reach  their  home  communities.  In  fact,  marchers  were  not 
informed  by  the  organizers  about  monetary  or  personal 
safety  provisions  concerninq  possible  imorisonment.  oolice 


Lesbian  separatists  form  the  San  Francisco  Bay  area  hold  their  banner  proudly  in  Geneva,  Monifa  Ajanaku  is  on 
the  left;  Kanika  Ajankaku  stands  to  the  right. 


fcrence  in  which  lesbians  of  color  were  present  in  numbers 
and  where  more  than  250  lesbians  attended.  Prior  to  this 
event  the  participants  had  been  primarily  white  and  from 
Europe 

Vanille-Fraise  decided  that  lesbian  of  color  presence 
and  participation  in  the  '86  conference  were  essential  and 
basically  put  their  money  where  their  mouths  were.  They 
assigned  70%  of  their  conference  budget  to  a  travel  fund 
for  lesbians  of  color  from  around  the  world  to  attend  the 
conference.  This  resulted  in  20  lesbians  of  color  and  some 
disabled  lesbians  being  sent  tickets  to  Geneva  for  the  dura¬ 
tion  of  the  conference.  These  lesbians  and  other  members 
of  their  contingent  were  considered  special  guests  and  pro¬ 
vided  housing  with  either  members  of  Vanille-Fraise  or 
sympathetic  feminists  in  the  community  (lesbian  and 
straight).  Free  lodging  for  other  lesbians  was  provided  in 
underground  self-defense  shelters  donated  by  the  City  of 
Geneva.  Meals  were  subsidized  and  very  inexpensive 
although  lesbians  with  the  financial  means  were  encour¬ 
aged  to  eat  at  restaurants  to  assure  enough  food  for  those 
on  limited  budgets. 

Racism,  disability  issues,  lack  of  childcare  and  lodging 
criticisms  became  bones  of  contention  gnawed  on  by  many 
conference  participants.  All  of  these  issues  were  basically 
founded  in  sound  political  considerations.  None  of  them 
were  effectively  resolved  at  the  conference .  Mistakes  were 
made  and  lessons  were  learned.  Many  hurt  feelings  were 
experienced  on  the  part  of  participants  and  organizers  as 
each  felt  misunderstood  and  disrespected:  the  organizers 
essentially  stating  that  they  did  the  best  they  could  and  the 
participants  essentially  reiterating  that  they  felt  insulted  and 
abused.  The  details  of  these  issues  are  contained  in  later 
portions  of  this  paper. 

As  lesbian  separatists.  Monifa  Aianaku  and  myself 
were  very  disappointed  to  have  our  workshop  on  lesbian 
separatism  rejected  by  the  conference  organizers.  As 
Afrikan -American  lesbian  separatists  we  felt  that  we  had  a 
unique  position  in  terms  of  this  controversial  politic.  We 
also  felt  that  our  presence  would  dispel  some  myths  about 
lesbian  separatists,  specifically  that  all  lesbian  separatists  are 


brutality,  etc.  All  of  these  things  do  happen  when  people 
march,  permit  or  not,  and  the  London  lesbians’  concerns 
were  based  in  real  safety  issues  and  prior  political  ex¬ 
periences.  As  it  turned  out,  however,  the  march  was 
peaceful,  spiced  only  with  the  perplexed  astonishment  of 
onlookers. 

After  the  march  there  was  a  dance  where  lesbians  par- 
tied  hard  and  long  into  the  wee  hours  of  the  night.  Even 
when  the  dance  ended  at  2  a.m.,  there  were  continuing 
parties  going  on  throughout  the  city  and  into  the  French 
countryside.  A  Spanish  lesbian  rock  band  had  volunteered 
to  play  for  the  conference.  Unfortunately,  their  offer  had  to 
be  refused  as  Vanille-Fraise  was  unable  to  find  a  suitable 
hall  for  a  band. 

ILIS 

International  Lesbian  Information  Service  (ILIS)  came 
into  being  in  1980  as  a  section  of  IGA  (International  Gay 
Association).  The  following  year,  lesbians  of  Amsterdam 
organized  the  first  ILIS  conference.  Later  that  same  year  at 
the  second  ILIS  conference,  ILIS  separated  from  IGA  and 
became  autonomous.  This  declaration  of  independence 
came  about  at  the  initiative  of  the  Italian  lesbians. 

The  secretariat  of  ILIS  moves  around  to  varying  les¬ 
bian  groups,  depending  on  resource  availability.  This  mov¬ 
ing  secretariat  is  designed  to  minimize  burn-out  and  prevent 
any  one  group  becoming  entrenched  and  thereby  develop¬ 
ing  self-centered  power  dynamics.  The  average  term  of  a 
group  with  the  secretariat  is  two  years.  \ 

ILIS  conferences  are  not  usually  organised  by  the 
secretariat  but  by  any  lesbian  group  that  has  the  time, 
energy  and  resources.  A'dam,  Helsinki,  Oslo,  Cologne 
and  Paris  are  some  of  the  locations  of  past  ILIS  con¬ 
ferences.  It  has  never  been  held  outside  of  Europe. 

Prior  to  Vanille-Fraise  (V/F),  ILIS  was  a  loose  net¬ 
work  of  lesbian  groups  in  northern  Europe.  The  secretariats 
were  members  of  mixed  gay  organizations,  had  fewer 
members  (in  Helsinki  the  work  was  done  by  one  disabled 
lesbian) ,  and  produced  conferences  in  which  50  to  250  les¬ 
bians  attended.  V/F  is  the  first  autonomous  lesbian  group 
that  has  held  the  secretariat. 


Women 


International  Lesbian 
Movements 


During  the  course  of  the  conference,  at 
the  plenary  sessions,  and  in  private 
conversations  1  was  able  to  glean  some 
basic  information  about  lesbian 
movements  in  different  countries  around 
the  world.  These  political  sketches  are 
usually  reflective  of  one  lesbian’s 
viewpoint  and  therefore  lean  towards  a 
narrow  scope.  For  example,  there  were 
no  Maori  lesbians  from  New  Zealand  so 
this  sketch  doesn't  refelct  their 
experiences.  Also.  1  am  aware  of  certain 
segments  of  lesbian  separatist 
movements  in  certain  parts  of  the  world 
that  are  also  not  included  in  this  sketch. 

Portugal  —  One  lesbian  from  Lisbon 
stated  that  lesbians  and  heterosexual 
feminists  work  together:  there  is  no 
separate  lesbian  activism.  The  underlying 
theory  to  this  political  communion  is  that 
women  have  common  problems. 

Denmark  —  There  were  five  repre¬ 
sentatives,  when  at  previous  conferences 
there  have  been  only  one  or  two.  The 
lesbians  live  and  work  together  with  gay 
men.  Their  direction  is  to  live  and  work 
together  in  a  lesbian/gay  community. 

New  Zealand  —  Lesbians  work  sepa¬ 
rately  in  groups  but  presently  lesbians  and 
gay  men  have  been  working  together  to 
‘  get  anti-homosexual  laws  changed. 

Japan  —  The  lesbian  community  is 
divided  up  into  the  Japanese  section  and 
the  foreign  section .  Most  of  the  foreigners 
are  Americans  and/or  English  speaking. 
The  foreigners  usually  do  not  bother  to 
learn  Japanese,  even  after  living  in  Japan 
many  years.  In  November,  1985,  there 
was  a  lesbian  conference  in  which  this 
language  barrier  was  discussed.  The  for¬ 
eigners  wanted  the  discussion  to  be  in 
English  but  the  Japanese  lesbians  wanted 
to  speak  their  own  language  in  their  own 
country.  A  compromise  was  reached  and 
both  languages  were  spoken.  This  lesbian 
is  part  of  a  collective  that  produces  a 
newsletter  entitled  Bright  Cycle. 

Thailand  —  There  is  no  Thai  word  for 
lesbian .  The  two  words  used  translate  to 
“transvestite”  or  “playing  with  a  friend.” 
Thai  society  is  basically  sex-segregated 
and  matrilocal.  In  the  large  cities  there  is  a 
lesbian  culture  that  is  basically  social.  It  is 
called  “tomboys  and  ladies”  and  at  this 
time  experiences  no  social  repercussions. 

Bangladesh  —  There  is  no  identifiable 
lesbian  movement  in  Bangladesh.  One 
lesbian  at  the  confernece  had  fallen  in  love 
in  Bangladesh,  while  another  came  out 
only  after  living  in  Amsterdam.  The  word 
for  lesbian  is  the  all-encompassing  term 
“homosexual.”'  There  are  strong 
pressures  on  women  to  get  married  to 
men  so  many  lesbians  are  not  able  to  be 
with  women  they  love. 

Eastern  Africa  —  (The  name  of  the 
country  is  withheld  at  the  request  of  the 
lesbian.)  Homosexuality  is  illegal  and 
punishable  by  imprisonment  in  a  mental 
hospital  or  prison.  There  is  no  word  for 


lesbian,  only  the  word  for  homosexual  or 
prostitute.  There  is  no  visible  lesbian 
movement,  just  a  women’s  movement 
whose  main  goal  is  to  contribute  to  the 
community  as  a  whole  —  not  feminist  per 
se. 

Central  America  —  (The  name  of  the 
country  is  withheld  at  the  request  of  this 
lesbian.)  They  are  in  the  midst  of  a  brutal 
war  and  the  political  climate  is  very 
oppressive.  There  are  two  lesbian  groups 
which  mainly  act  as  support  groups.  One 
of  these  groups  is  an  appendix  of  a  femi¬ 
nist  organizations  and  the  other  is 
autonomous.  The  groups  have  no  basic 
political  line  but  have  become  more  than 
social.  These  groups  are  not  “out”  perse 
but  are  recognized  within  some  segments 
of  the  lesbian  community. 

Dominican  Republic  —  There  is  one 
lesbian  group  located  in  Santo  Domingo. 
It  was  started  in  October,  1985,  and  is 
comprised  mostly  of  middle  class 
professional  lesbians  with  advanced 
educations.  In  the  past,  this  group,  which 
has  approximately  ten  members,  focused 
on  consciousness  raising  (CR)  of  non- 
feminsit  lesbians.  They  published  a 
newsletter,  held  discussions  and  designed 
poiitical  action  strqj^ies.  However,  due 
to  an  iternal  crisis  they  are  presently 
involved  in  an  internal  CR  process. 

Peru  —  This  lesbian  was  a 
representative  of  the  lesbian  organization 
in  Lima  —  GALE  (Lesbian  Femininst 
Consciousness  Group)  which  has  been 
active  for  about  two  years.  The  group 
includes  lesbians  Jrom  different  class 
backgrounds  and  sometimes  works  with 
other  feminist  groijips.  They  know  that 
there  are  lesbians  ‘outside  of  Lima,  but 
have  a  great  deal  I  of  difficulty  reaching 
these  lesbians.  : 

India  —  There  is  historical  evidence  of 
explicitly  lesbian  existence  among 
Buddhist  nuns  and  women-ruled 
kingdoms  around  500  to  600  B.C.. 
Homosexuality  today,  however,  is  illegal. 
Women  have  life-long  friendships  but 
experience  a  certain  degree  of  frustration 
in  freely  expressing  this  on  a  sexual  level, 
in  fact,  many  Indian  feminists  feel  that 
lesbianism  is  a  .Western  phenomenon. 

Britain  -  I  primarily  talked  with  Black 
lesbians  from  London.  Although  they 
seemed  to  be  in  the  midst  of  a  civil  rights 
war  from  a  racial  standpoint,  they 
managed  to  organize  quite  effectively  on  a 
lesbian  level.  There  were  no  less  than  six 
Black  lesbian  projects  in  London.  All  of 
them  were  funded  by  the  liberal  Greater 
London  Council  (GLC).  However,  now 
that  the  Thatcher  government  has  dis¬ 
mantled  the  GLC,  the  futures  of  these 
organizations  is  up  in  the  air. 

Yugoslavia  -  In  198,4  there  was  a 
two-week  festival  of  homosexual  culture, 
sponsored  by  the  gay  male  group, 
Magnus.  That  first  year  the  festival  was 
only  held  for  gay  men  but  in  ’85  lesbians 


were  present.  It  was  at  this  conference  that 
this  lesbian  saw  the  ILIS  Bulletin.  Prior  to 
this  experience  she  had  no  idea  that  there 
were  so  many  lesbians  and  lesbian  public¬ 
ations.  Out  of  this  conference  came  a  les¬ 
bian  group  of  seven  (now  three)  who 
work  on  translating  lesbian  literature  from 
other  languages  into  Yugoslavian 
dialects. 

Luxembourg  -  It  is  a  small  country. 
There  is  no  official  discrimination  but 
everyone  is  hiding. 

France  —  There  were  many  lesbians 
from  France.  The  one  p'articualr  lesbian 
worked  with  a  magazine  that  coordinated 
its  efforts  with  Quebec. 

Israel  —  (I  have  political  problems  with 
calling  it  Israel;  my  allegiance  is  with  the 
Arabs,  so  I  want  to  call  it  Palestine,  but  the 
lesbian  called  it  Israel.)  There  are  two 
women’s  centers  in  two  different  cities  and 
one  feminist  magazine.  Israel  is  a  military 
country  and  does  not  recognize  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  lesbians.  This  lesbian’s  friends  in 
the  USA  helped  her  to  come  to  the  con¬ 
ference. 

Italy  —  There  are  several  lesbian 
groups.  Very  few  do  poiitical  work. 

Haiti  —  (white  lesbian)  Left  Haiti 
because  of  political  and  physical  dif¬ 
ficulties  of  Haiti.  There  is  no  visible  lesbian 
movement  in  Haiti. 

Afghanistan  —  White  lesbian  who 
stated  that  she  was  not  Afghani  by  birth 
but  by  heart.  She  protested  the  invasion  of 
this  country  by  Russia  and  stated  that  1.5 
million  people  had  been  killed.  Most  of 
those  murdered  were  women  and  chil¬ 
dren.  Most  of  the  guerilla  fighters  in  the 
towns  were  the  women. 

Spain  —  There  are  divisions  among 
lesbians  from  region  to  region,  and  ethnic 
group  to  ethnic  group.  This  lesbian  was 
from  the  Basque  region.  It  was  estimated 
that  approximately  200  lesbians  from  the 
Basque  region  of  Spain  were  present  at 
the  conference.  120  of  them  came  in  two 
bus  loads  and  the  rest  drove,  hitch-hiked, 
took  the  train,  etc.  This  lesbian  from  Spain 
worked  in  a  collective  with  other  lesbians. 

A  Barcelona  lesbian  group,  Les 
Lesbica,  might  organize  a  lesbian  con¬ 
ference  in  ’87. 

Norway  —  This  particular  lesbian 
worked  with  a  youth  group  in  Oslo.  Gay 
men  and  lesbians  live  and  work  together. 
They  are  promoting  homosexuality  on  an 
international  level. 

Finland  —  There  is  one  lesbian  group 
that  works  with  gay  men  on  some  issues, 
with  heterosexual  feminists  on  other 
issues,  and  alone  on  issues  pertinent  to 
lesbians.  There  are  many  lesbians  that 
are  isolated  in  Finland,  especially  if  they 
don’t  live  in  Helsinki.  There  is  one  lesbian 
magazine  that  gleans  much  of  its  material 
from  Western  publications.  It  is  published 
in  Finnish  and  English. 


ILIS’  primary  political  work  is  publishing  the  ILIS 
Bulletin  and  producing  conferences.  However,  they  com¬ 
posed  a  publication  on  international  lesbianism  entitled 
Women  Loving  Women:  We  Are  Everywhere.”  This 
booklet  was  distributed  at  the  Nairobi  conference,  where 
ILIS  made  a  strong,  visible,  lesbian  presence. 

The  present  secretariat  of  V/F  has  adopted  an  inter¬ 
nationalist  attitude,  focusing  primarily  on  concrete  joint  ac¬ 
tion  on  an  international  basis.  With  the  creation  of  various 
international  networks  at  the  ’86  conference,  ILIS  feels  that 
the  ground  work  has  been  laid  for  such  action  in  the  future. 

Lodging 

Most  of  the  invited  guests  (some  lesbians  of  color  and 


disabled  lesbians)  were  fortunate  enough  to  be  staying  in 
feminist  homes.  However,  many  of  the  other  lesbians  at  the 
conference  were  housed  in  self-defense  shelters  supplied 
by  the  city  of  Geneva.  These  shelters  were  underground, 
entered  through  a  doorway  from  the  street.  The  ceiling  was 
painted  black  and  there  were  rows  of  cots  lined  up  dor¬ 
mitory  style.  The  doors  to  the  underground  shelters  were 
never  locked  and  lights  sometimes  stayed  on  all  night. 

Vanille-Fraise  (V/F)  informed  the  shelter  dwellers  that 
the  doors  could  not  be  locked  as  they  didn’t  have  keys  for 
all  the  lesbians  and  everyone  had  to  have  easy  access  to  the 
shelters.  The  dwellers  were  informed  that  Geneva  is  very 
safe  and  that  no  one  would  come  in  and  take  their  belong¬ 
ings,  As  a  result  of  this,  some  lesbians  carried  all  of  their 
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valuables  with  them  at  all  times.  This  writer  is  not  aware  of 
any  thefts  that  occurred  in  the  shelters. 

The  first  night  of  shelter  dwelling  involved  an  incident 
between  some  Black  London  lesbians  and  a  white  South 
African  lesbian.  There  was  a  dispute  about  the  light  being 
on  or  off  and  a  heated  argument  ensued.  This  was  never 
really  resolved  and  bad  feelings  became  even  worse  as  the 
days  rolled  by. 

Lesbians  from  Greenham  Common  vehemently  pro¬ 
tested  being  housed  in  a  shelter  designed  to  protect  people 
from  nuclear  attack.  They, stated  that  these  shelters  were 
not  places  where  lesbians  can  commune  and  be  together 
but  places  where  people  will  go  to  die.  They  are  places 
where  people  will  meet  death  from  the  radiation  poisoning 
promised  by  nuclear  weapons.  Some  Greenham  lesbians 
felt  that  there  was  already  an  energy  of  death  within  the 
shelters. 

V/F  stated  that  due  to  limited  resources,  this  donation 
from  the  City  of  Geneva  was  gladly  accepted.  They  saw  it 
as  a  clean,  safe  place  for  lesbians  to  stay  while  attending  the 
conference.  It  was  free,  not  only  for  V/F,  but  also  for  the 
participants.  V/F  recognized  that  shelters  may  have 
negative  connotations  but  stated  that  that  was  the  only  free 
housing  they  had  been  able  to  come  up  with.  It  was  either 
the  shelters  or  no  free  housing. 

The  resentment  of  the  underground  shelters  finally 
built  up  to  the  point  where  on  the  final  night  of  the  con¬ 
ference,  lesbians  from  Greenham  Common,  Amsterdam 
and  other  places  vandalized  one  of  the  shelters.  The 
estimated  damages  amount  to  25,000  Swiss  Francs 
($12,500) ,  V/F  is  responsible  for  paying  for  these  damages 
and  this  payment  will  be  taken  from  next  year’s  conference 
budget.  Next  year’s  budget  was  40,000  Swiss  Francs 
($20,000).  Now  it  will  be  severely  reduced. 

V/F  states  that  it  was  consumerism  that  allowed  the 
lesbians  to  vandalize  the  shelters  without  a  thought  as  to 
who  would  have  to  pay  the  bill  and  the  effect  it  would  have 
on  their  reputation  in  terms  of  obtaining  sites  for  future 
political  work.  They  define  consumerism  as  expecting  that 
everything  should  simply  be  provided;  that  no  lesbian 
should  involve  herself  or  be  responsible  for  the  effects  or 
results  of  her  actions  or  acknowledge  the  political  repercus¬ 
sions,  thereof. 

As  a  result  of  this  vandalism,  meetings  were  con¬ 
ducted  between  V/F  and  the  lesbians  who  were  involved. 
A  basic  agreement  was  reached  with  the  lesbians  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  vandalism  committed  to  raise  money  during  the 
year  to  replenish  the  budget  so  that  next  year’s  conference 
could  be  produced  as  planned. 

Disability  Issues 

The  disabled  lesbians  gave  quite  a  moving  statement 
at  the  closing  plenary  session.  During  the  opening  plenary, 
disabled  lesbians  had  requested  help  from  other  par¬ 
ticipants  regarding  mobility.  They  stated  that  access  pro¬ 
blems  could  be  forestalled  if  lesbians  volunteered  to  help 
them  get  around.  Only  two  lesbians  during  the  entire  con¬ 
ference  volunteered  to  work  with  the  disabled  lesbians.  This 
meant  that  these  two  particular  lesbians  were  not  free  to  en¬ 
joy  activities  at  the  conference  and  that  the  disabled  dykes 
felt  like  burdens. 

Some  of  their  criticisms  were:  most  of  the  information 
given  out  was  in  print  which  blind  lesbians  were  unable  to 
read;  the  conference  site  wasn’t  fully  accessible  for 
wheelchairs,  as  the  elevators  were  not  always  working;  and 


everyone  talked  too  fast  so  that  partially  deaf  lesbians  were 
left  at  a  disadvantage. 

In  particular  they  were  angry  at  being  forced  to  talk 
about  access.  They  asserted  that  they  didn’t  come  to  the 
conference  to  talk  about  access  and  that  beinq  forced  to 
dwell  on  accessibility  limited  their  ability  to  become  involv¬ 
ed  in  conference  activities. 

Racism  -  Geneva  ’86 

Of  course  racism,  an  all  too  familiar  bone  of  conten¬ 
tion,  was  chewed  to  the  marrow.  As  an  Afrikan-American  I 
saw  the  varying  degrees  of  its  insidiousness,  although  I  felt 
compelled  to  acknowledge  possible  cultural  confusions. 

There  were  approximately  30  Black  lesbians  at  the 
conference;  one  from  Holland;  one  from  East  Africa;  one 
from  France;  four  from  the  USA  (our  contingent  from  the 
San  Francisco  Bay  area);  and  thirteen  from  London.  The 
opening  plenary  session  included  heated  debate  concern¬ 
ing:  the  use  of  the  term  “third  world”-“first  nation”  was  used 
instead;  hospitality  issues;  and  white  lesbians  representing 
primarily  Black  nations. 

The  anger  filled  the  air  with  thick  tension  that  put 
everyone  on  edge.  As  the  debate  was  raging,  French- 
speaking  lesbians  booed  and  hissed  as  Black  lesbians 
spoke.  I  was  told  by  a  lesbian  from  France  that  these 
French-speaking  dykes  were  from  Toulouse,  France.  At 
the  closing  plenary  session  when  the  lesbian  from  East 
Africa  described  her  feelings  concerning  racism,  this  same 
group  of  lesbians  laughed.  They  laughed  so  loudly  that  a 
member  of  Vanille-Fraise  had  to  insist  that  they  be  quiet. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  primarily  white  audience  clap¬ 
ped  and  applauded  generously  at  the  closing  plenary  when 
it  was  suggested  that  first  nation  lesbians  organize  next 
year’s  conference. 

I  can  say  that  racism  was  present.  I  smelled  it  in  the 
stench  of  fear  given  off  by  white  lesbians  when  confronted 
by  “too  many”  black  lesbians.  I  heard  it  when  white  lesbians 
referred  to  black  lesbians  as  “too  aggressive.”  And  1 
witnessed  it  through  the  guffaws  of  the  lesbians  from 
Toulouse.  But  1  also  experienced  a  great  amount  of  open¬ 
ness,  genuine  interest  and  cultural  respect  from  many  white 
lesbians. 

This  was  a  mixed  bag  for  me.  Yes,  racism  was  there. 
But  sincere  desire  for  a  true  cultural  exchange  was  also  pre¬ 
sent.  I  came  away  feeling  that  through  all  the  difficult 
discussions  and  misunderstandings  that  we  had  learned 
something  and  would  carry  our  lessons  home. 

Geneva  ’86  —  A  “First” 

The  Eighth  ILIS  Conference  was  a  “first”  for  interna¬ 
tional  lesbian  organizing.  Never  before  in  this  century  have 
there  been  so  many  lesbians  from  so  many  different  parts  of 
the  world  present  at  a  conference  designed  just  for  us. 
There  was  ongoing  dialogue  among  Asian  lesbians,  South 
and  Central  American  lesbians,  lesbians  of  Afrikan  descent, 
etc.  Just  being  among  such  a  diverse  rainbow  of  lesbian 
energy  was  invigorating  and  instilled  a  desire  to  go  forth 
and  continue  to  organize. 

Out  of  this  conference  came  the  International  Third 
World  Lesbian  Network,  the  International  Asian  Lesbian 
Network  and  the  Latin  American  Lesbian  Network.  This  is 
just  a  beginning  of  true  lesbian  organizing  on  a  global  plane . 

Vivienne  Louise  is  an  Afrikan-American  lesbian 
separatist  whose  heart  is  centered  in  recognition  and  ap¬ 
preciation  of  all  forms  of  lesbian  culture. 


Vivienne  Louise 
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Boston,  MA  02115 
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2266  Market  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
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Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 
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375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Romance  Avoids  Heterosexual  Cliches 

Conlinued from  page  7 


handed  homages  to  films  past  and 
present.  It  is  to  Jordan’s  credit  — 
as  well  as  to  the  superlative  acting 
of  Hoskins  and  Tyson  —  that 
these  two  characters  are  never  less 
than  real  people  with  understan¬ 
dable  and  fully  realized  emotions. 

Part  of  the  pleasure  of  the  film  is 
Jordan’s  (both  as  director  and  co¬ 
writer)  ability  to  show  us  things  in 
a  fresh  way.  While  most  other  peo¬ 
ple  would  have  settled  for  a 
straight-forward  heterosexual  love 
story  between  George  and  Simone, 
Jordan  avoids  the  obvious.  As  the 
relationship  between  the  two  es¬ 
tablishes  itself,  we  can  see  both  the 
complications  of  the  situation  and 
the  realities  of  the  emotions: 
George  is  the  working-class  frog- 
prince  who  can’t  quite  transform, 
and  Simone  is  the  professional 
woman  who  has  a  mind  for  busi- 
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Natural  Wood  Frames  FrameMica*  in  36  Colors 

Welded  Brass  &  Aluminum  Nielsen*  Aluminum  Frames 

Round  Corner  Frames  Custom  Plexi-Boxes 
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Finely  and  individually  crafted 
in  Museum  Standard  Materials 

Please  visit  both  our  locations  • 


411  Marlborough  Street 
At  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02115 
262-0787 


269  Somerville  Avenue 
In  Union  Square 
Somerville,  MA02143 

by  appointment  only 
666-2000 


MasterCard  and  Visa  accepted. 


ness,  but  a  heart  that  lies 
elsewhere.  Jordan’s  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  effects  of  class  upon 
both  of  them  is  insightful  and  pro¬ 
vocative  and  his  handling  of  their 
color  differences  is  both  honest 
and  believable.  (Although  his  por¬ 
trayal  of  Simone’s  ex-pimp,  a 
Black  man,  does  border  on  ster¬ 
eotype.)  The  complexities  of  their 
relationship  are  presented  without 
editorializing  and  with  a  great  deal 
of  compassion.  This  is  a  world, 
and  a  film,  in  which  moral  judge¬ 
ment  takes  a  back  seat  to 
understanding. 

But  what  is  most  salient  about 
Mona  Lisa  is  that  it  aiccepts,  and 
allows  us  to  accept,  the  role  that 
fantasy  and  imagination  play  in  its 
characters’  lives.  Simone’s  image 
of  herself  is  clearly  self-created, 
George  exchanges  invented  mys- 


LISA’S  RECORDED 

LOVE  STORIES 
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1-900-410-3600 

1-900-410-3800 

1-900-410-3700 


No  Membership  Necessary 

$.50  toll  first  minute,  $.35  each  additional  minute 


tery  stories  with  his  best  friend, 
and  the  neon  world  of  sex  workers 
is  shown  to  be  just  another  fan¬ 
tasy.  George  and  Simone  each 
have  their  fantasies  about  one 
another  —  both  of  which  have  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  their  own  no¬ 
tions  (and  our  audience  expecta¬ 
tions)  of  class  and  innocence.  Even 
the  movie’s  title  is  implicated  as 
Jordan  plays  the  Nat  “King”  Cole 
version  of  the  ’50’s  pop  hit:  “Are 
you  real,  Mona  Lisa?/Or  just  a 
cold  and  lonely,  lovely  work  of 
art?” 

But  for  all  of  its  near  perfection, 
Mona  Lisa  is  not  perfect.  Even  as 
it  is  moving  in  on  its  conclusion  — 
a  great,  violent  and  shocking, 
though  tremendously  satisfying 
resolution  to  the  plot  —  it  seems  to 
be  loosening  a  grip  on  itself.  It 
feels  like  Jordan,  having  gone  into 
the  more  personal  aspects  of  his 
characters  is  afraid  to  take  his  ex¬ 
ploration  any  further.  The  rela¬ 
tionship  between  George  and 
Simone  is  left  unresolved  and  the 
very  end  of  the  film  leaves  several 
glaringly  unanswered  questions. 
But  for  these  few  faults,  Mona 
Lisa  ends  up  being  a  gorgeous,  in¬ 
telligent  and  exciting  movie.  In  a 
summer  that  is  shaping  up  with 
lots  of  dumbbell  comedies  and 
third-rate  slashers,  Mona  Lisa  has 
enough  wit,  style  and  smarts  to  get 
us  through  the  heat. 


I  BALI  &  BEYONDS 
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Lunch  ^uLcCics 


fotaf 

Introductory 

Service 

for 


Caff  731-8934 

‘Better  'Dates  for 
Better  Beopfe 


*  iNOlVlDUAL/GROUP/COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSiTIVE  THERAPY 


Active,  Goal-oriented 

Therapy  for  Anxiety 


tobehayio^ 

ossociotes 

Specializing  in  short-term, 
problem-focused  therapy. 


lioston  Panyers  ( iimbritlge 

45  Newbury  St.  5  LIm  Si.  5 1  Braille  St. 

262-9166  '  774-0142 

nr.  Ai  linglon  T 


For  individuals  with  anxieties  over  AIDS-related  life-style 
changes,  other  fears,  or  problems  with  shyness  or  coming 
out,  we  develop  an  Individual  program  of  therapy  and  en¬ 
courage  them  to  evaluate  their  own  progress  toward  very 
specific  goals.  Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists, 
social  workers,  and  psychiatrists.  For  information  call 
262  9116. 

Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted 


HoufS:  1586  Granville  Street 

8  00  pm  to  1  00  am  Halifai.  Nova  Scotia 
Monday  to  Saturday  Tel.  (902)  423  6814 


(ficaoridaQmet^Kui^ 


for  rnembers  artd  iheir  guesi 


healthy  teeth. ..they’re  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 
Mon. -Sat.  &  evenings 


I 


Hey  Guys 


Come  on  in  &  work  out  in  a 
gym  with  a  relaxeii  and 
supportive  atmosphere. 
Bodyworks  now  has  coed  hours: 

M,  W,  F  10am  -  4pm 
T,  Th  12  -  4pm 

Call  for  details:  576-1493 
53  River  St.,  Cambridge 
(near  Central  Sq.  T-; 
memberships 
start  July  1 
total  free  weight 
system 
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Let  our  insurance  company  pay  your  rent  or 
mortgage  payments  if  you  become  disabled  due  to 
AIDS  or  other  causes.  You  must  be 
insurable  now  to  qualify. 

ROGERS  &  DINIS 
AGENCY 

404  Mass.  Ave 

Arlington 

643-3040 

GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 

AMY  D.  \tTTTER,  r.d.h 

■•<0  BOYlsTO\-  sTRtET 

10  FAIRMELD  PLAZA 

BOSTON,  MA  O’lV'f 
f-I’  O  <  ISOO 

NOTE  NEW  LOCATION  AND  TIME 


Help  Karen  Thompson  Fight  Back!  , 

'  Come  hear  her  speak  on  the  Boston  stop  of  her  National  Tour 
, Thompson  is  raising  funds  for  her  legal  battle  to  regain  visitation  rights^ 

to  her  disabled  lover  Sharon  Kowalski  , 


FRIDAY,  JULY  25 
Two  Shows:  7:00  pm  and  9:30  pm 

BOSTON  SELF-HELP  CENTER 

18  Williston  Rd.,  Brookline 


First  Show  Only 


.  Take  Green  Line  ‘C’  train  to  corner  of  Beacon  and  Washington. 

Williston  is  off  Beacon. 

i  Donation  $5  more  if/less  if 

[  For  info  and  reservatons:  Call  426-4469 

Sponsored  by  Gay  Commuhify  News  and  Boston  Self-Help  Center 


Sponsored  by:  _ 

THE  AIDS  ACTION  COMMITTEE 
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Los  Angeles  •  Philadelphia  •  Minneapf'lis  •  Key  West  • 

IMMEDIATE  JOB  OPENINGS  2 

Gay  Community  News  y 

ADVERTISING  REPRESENTATIVE  ^ 

GCN  —  the  nationwide  gay/lesbian  g 

newsweekly  —  needs  advertising  represen-  -• 

tatives  in  all  the  major  markets  where  we  q 

distribute,  especially  New  York,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  Washington,  and  Chicago.  If  you  are  ^ 
experienced  in  sales,  appreciate  GCN,  and  “ 
want  to  earn  extra  money,  this  could  be  an 
excellent  part-time  postion.  2 

•  High  Commissions  •  Leads  Supplied  o 

•  Exclusive  territories  •  Flexible  Hours  ° 

possible  2 

For  details,  call  Dan  at  GCN:  (617)  42&4469  or  ^ 

write:  Advertising,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111.  5 

Washington  •  Chicago  •  Los  Angeles  •  Philadelphia  • 


RENEWING  OR  REVIEWING? 

CALL  HERE 

Nancy  Greenwood  Smith 
INSURANCE  AGENCY,  INC. 

Focusing  on  women’s  insurance  needs, 
both  personal  and  professional 

40  Hampshire  SL,  Lawrence,  MA  01840  (617)  683-7676 


TEN  PERCENT 


WORDS  AND  ^  MUSIC  BY 


TOM  WILSON  WEINBERG 


ai  ihc 

GIFFORD  HOUSE  CABARET 

PROVINCETOWN 


JUNE  27 -SEPTEMBER  I 

NIGHTLY  at  5:00  PM 
(except  Tuesdays) 


Reservations:  487-0688 


LBOSTON’S  smash  hit  musical^ 
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D.C.  Sodomites 

Continued from  page  1 


Nazis  slaughtered  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  lesbians  and  gay  men 
in  the  gas  chambers  during  World 
War  II  and  pledged  that  NOW 
would  work  both  to  oppose  the 
nomination  of  archconservative 
Justice  William  Rehnquist  as 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  and  to  eliminate  the  sodomy 
laws  still  on  the  books  in  24  states 
and  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Jim  Mercer,  representing  D.C. 
Mayor  Marion  Barry,  told  mar¬ 
chers  that  Barry  was  “extremely 
concerned”  about  the  decision. 
“The  state  has  no  place  in  the 
bedrooms  of  America.” 

The  crowd  was  cool  to  Mercer 

—  several  marchers  yelled,  “Why 
isn’t  he  here?”  referring  to  Barry 

—  until  Mercer  relayed  Barry’s 
pledge  to  “make  it  the  focus  of 
this  [mayoral]  administration  to 
make  the  necessary  changes”  to 
eliminate  the  District’s  sodomy 
laws.  The  pledge  was  greeted  with 
a  roar  of  approval. 

The  marchers  seemed  high 
spirited,  frequently  interrupting 
speakers  with  cheers  or  chants  of 
“Equal  Justice  Under  Law”  —  the 
motto  emblazened  across  the 
facade  of  the  Court’s  marble 
edifice.  Their  loudest  cheers 
greeted  Paulette  Goodman,  head 
of  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians 
and  Gay  Men.  “It  says  ‘Justice’  up 
there,”  Goodman  told  them, 
pointing  to  the  building  looming 
behind  her  in  the  dusk.  “But 
justice  is  blind  if  it  ignores  the  fun¬ 
damental  rights  of  people,  whether 
straight  or  homosexual.” 


The  security  force  guarding  the 
Supreme  Court  would  not  permit- 
the  speakers  to  use  either  a  podium 
or  a  sound  system  to  address  the 
crowd.  Nor  were  participants  per¬ 
mitted  to  stand  on  the  marble  steps 
leading  to  the  Court. 

Boston 

Sodomites 

Continued from  page  I 

cilor  David  Scondras,  who  strong¬ 
ly  condemned  the  Court’s  ruling 
and  announced,  “We  [lesbians 
and  gay  men]  are  not  going  away. 
Get  used  to  us.”  Following  Scon¬ 
dras,  lesbian  activist  Sue  Hyde 
noted  that  the  Supreme  Court 
decision  followed  closely  on  the 
heels  of  lesbian/gay  pride  marches 
around  the  country,  as  have  other 
anti-gay  attacks  in  recent  years. 
“Two  years  ago  tonight  Charlie 
Howard  [a  gay  man  from  Bangor, 
Maine]  was  murdered  [by  queer- 
bashers]...  About  a  year  ago. 
Governor  Dukakis  did  what  he 
could  do  to  contribute  to  queer¬ 
bashing  [by  instituting  an  anti-gay 
foster  care  policy].”  Hyde 
declared,  “We  will  organize  to 
fight  back!”  and  added  that  gay 
and  lesbian  people  in  Mass¬ 
achusetts  must  “demand  repeal  of 
the  [state]  sodomy  law  and  de¬ 
mand  it  now.” 

The  Massachusetts  sodomy  law 
currently  on  the  books  has  not 


been  enforced  in  recent  years  and 
was  found  unacceptably  vague  by 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court. 
However,  a  law  prohibiting  “lewd 
and  lascivious  behavior”  is  used 
by  police  to  arrest  gay  men  having 
sex  outdoors  or  in  rest  stops. 

Katherine  Triantafillou,  a  les¬ 
bian  attorney,  also  spoke  to  the 
assembled,  pointing  out  that  while 
the  Court’s  decision  was  “so 
wrong,”  the  dissent  by  Justice 
Harry  Blackmun  was  “strong” 
and  heartening.  (See  GCN,  Vol. 
13,  No.  50  for  excerpts  from 
Blackmun’s  opinion.)  Trian¬ 
tafillou  said  lesbians  and  gay  men 
must  have  the  “right  to  love,  free 
of  the  kind  of  intrusion  that  in¬ 
forms  this  society.”  She  added 
that  our  response  to  the  Supreme 
Court  must  include  financial  sup¬ 
port  for  gay  politicians  running  for 
office  and  renewed  lobbying  in  the 
legislatures. 

The  last  speaker  in  the  rally, 
which  was  punctuated  with 
performances  by  local  musicians, 
was  Leslie  Cagan,  a  lesbian  activist 
and  campaign  manager  for  Mel 
King,  the  Black  activist  running 
for  the  Eighth  District  congres¬ 
sional  seat.  Cagan  also  applauded 
Justice  Blackmun’s  dissent,  urged 
the  cheering  crowd  to  vote  for 
King  who  spoke  out  against  Anita 
Bryant  in  her  anti-gay  heyday  and 
said  the  answer  to  the  “right  wing 
[which]  controls  so  much  of  our 
culture”  must  be  “rage”  and  re¬ 
newed  grassroots  political  ac¬ 
tivism. 

Two  days  after  the  rally,  a  com¬ 


munity  meeting  was  held  here  to 
plan  future  actions  against  the 
Supreme  Court  decision.  While 
some  participants  expressed  dis¬ 
pleasure  with  the  blatant  nature  of 
the  “kissing”  demonstration  on 
July  7,  most  of  those  gathered 
reacted  with  enthusiasm  to  a  fu¬ 
ture  “sodomy  night.”  The 
“sodomy  night”  plan  consists  of 
organizing  lesbians  and  gay  men  to 
fill  out  postcards  with  their  names 
addresses,  stating  the  date  of  a 
particular  night  on  which  they 
committed  the  “crime”  of  sod¬ 
omy.  The  cards  would  be  sent  to 
police  departments,  legislators, 
the  governor,  etc. 

Another  organizing  meeting  will 
be  held  on  July  23,  7:30  pm  in  the 
Piemonte  Room  of  City  Hall,  fifth 
floor.  All  are  welcome  to  attend. 
For  more  information,  call 
576-6788. 

New  York 

Continued from  page  I 

Instead  of  rallying  at  Foley 
Square,  as  organizers  had  planned, 
the  crowd  marched  down  Broad¬ 
way  to  Battery  Park,  where  the 
Statue  of  Liberty  celebration  was 
being  held. 

On  Broadway,  at  Wall  Street,  the 
police  had  set  up  barricades  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  marchers  from  reaching 
the  park.  Reports  say  there  was  a 
police  line  three  officers  deep  and 
about  20-30  officers  wide  by  the 
barricade.  Estimates  were  not  con¬ 


firmed  by  the  police,  who  did  not 
return  GCN’s  calls. 

“The  impulse  was  so  strong,  the 
police  just  had  to  give  in,”  said 
Yates-Rist,  “there  was  no  way  to 
stop  the  crowd  without  creating  an 
incident.”  After  negotiation,  it  was 
announced  that  the  police  would 
not  stop  marchers  if  they  wanted  to 
go  by  in  small  groups.  This  was  met 
with  a  chant  on  “One  by  one,  two 
by  two,  that’s  the  way  they  took  the 
Jews.” 

Large  groups  went  down  side 
streets  to  Battery  Park.  Par¬ 
ticipants  say  that  as  they  approach¬ 
ed  the  park,  their  chanting  voices 
echoed  in  the  canyons  of  lower 
Manhattan,  announcing  their  ar¬ 
rival  to  the  celebrants  in  the  park. 
The  “Liberty”  celebrators  reacted, 
some  with  catcalls,  some  with  ap¬ 
plause,  most  with  stunned  silence. 

After  a  short  rally,  the  organizers 
told  people  to  go  up  to  Sheridan 
Square  to  celebrate.  The  march 
continued,  however,  to  the 
homophobic  New  York  Post, 
which  was  locked  and  surrounded 
by  police.  The  Post  did  not  cover 
the  march. 

Finally,  marchers  regathered  in 
the  village  and  partied. 

Organizers  plan  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  enthusiasm  the  court 
ruling  has  unleashed.  Cooper  said 
that  CLGR  plans  to  take  part  in  na¬ 
tionwide  coordinated  demonstra¬ 
tions  around  sodomy  laws. 
“There’s  lotsa  energy,”  she  said, 
“people  want  to  get  involved. 
We’re  going  to  overturn  this  deci¬ 
sion.  Anything  can  happen.” 


VA  CA  TION  EL  A  TION 

—Adventure  &  Relaxation  Ideas,  Near  &  Far — 


5PLA5H  mo  5UnMm  AT. 


LODQiriQ 

PiME  oimriQ 

DISCO 

POOL 

LAKE 

SPORTS 

717-223-8484 
,  RD  #5  BOX  788 
East  Stroudsburg,  Pa  18501 


nbow 
mountain 


Feminist  Gifts  &  Handcrafts  By  and  For  Women 


Jewelry  Records  much 

Books  Clothing  ®  more 


commercial  5>l.  Box  190  Provmcelown.  Ma.  02657  (617)  487-2501 
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Meet  our  new 
Ad  Manager 
□AN  PAQE  [ 
by  calling  to  place  an  J 
ad  426-4469 


I 
I 

j  Women-Owned  &  Operated  | 
^  GUESTHOUSE  | 

I  18  Pearl  Street,  Box  22  ) 

t  Provincetown,  Mass.  02657  1 

j  617-487-2210  j 


160  Kratiford  Street  ■  I’rorincetoirn.  .t/.4  02657  •  6l7-iH7-2283 
Ms  Mike  It  right.  Innkeeper 


Horseback  riding  on  our 
own  gentle  horses. 


Greed)om 

Varm 

RFD  Box  2260,  East  Hardwick.  VT  05836 
(802)  533-7772 

For  that  special  country  vacation, 
we  have  it  all! 


Hiking,  canoeing,  windsurfing  and  swimming  nearby.  WOMFN-ONLY  SPACE 

Mid-week  and  week-long  discounts.  OPEN  YEAR  'ROIIND 


‘^iehlands  ^nn 


P  O.  Box  118G 
Valley  View.  Lane 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574 
Innkeepers; 

Judi&  Grace 

603-869-3978 


iU 


Country 

e 


WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool,  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  tire.  Peace  and  privacy  on  100 
secluded  acres.  Charming  guest  rooms, 
gracious  common  areas,  hot  tub.  Canoeing, 
hiking,  antiquing,  golt,  and  tennis  nearby. 
Make  this  a  summer  to  remember. 


1  390  Mountain  RJ. 
Stowe.  Vermont  0^672 

C'ipcn  Year  Round 
Hosts 

Bill  Raina^krwuh 

6l 

Bill  Dangelo 


A  Treasure  Chest  of 
Vermont  Hospitality 


802-253-4772 


San  Francisco  *s 

premier  guesthouse 


Dolores  Street 

Bed  &  Breakfast 


Affordable  rates. 
Call  or  write  for  ir\fo. 

(415)  861-5887 


381  Dolores  Si  San  Francisco  941 10 


Blueberry  Cove 

A  children's  camp  for  adults. 

Mid-coast  Maine.  July-Sept. 
Cabins  Camping 

Wholefood  meals. 

Workshops  '86 
Creative  writing  with  Joan  Larkin 
Beginners  and  Intermediate 
Sailing  School 
Ubana  (Eastern  European 
Song  and  Dance) 

Building  School  (Greenhouse  . 
addition) 

Women  in  Recovery 
Herbs  and  Healing 
Crowsfeet  Collective 
Family  Camp 
Sculpture 
Gardening 
Ceramics  in  the  Raw 

For  info  on  more  workshops, 
Write  for  brochure: 

Blueberry  Cove 
HCR  35  Box  520 
Tenants  Harbor,  ME 
04860 

207-372-6353 
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DEAR  ADVERTISER 

If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for 
you,  why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not 
a  required  formuia;  GWM,  GWF 
are  not  necessary.  GM  or  GF  or  LF 
wouiddoas  weil.  (C) 


PERSONALS _ 

Two  Gay  women  ■  mid  30’s.  corporate 
type  ■  desire  to  socialize  with  another 
lesvian  couple.  Enjoy  dining,  antiquing, 
outdoors,  movies,  weekend  travel.  No 
drugs  or  sex.  Box  104. _ {2) 

FRIENDSHIP 

Couple  {M29,  F30)  seek  friends,  gay  or 
straight,  who  enjoy  talking,  reading, 
ethnic  restaurants,  music,  bridge, 
language/words,  cooking,  movies,  and 
cats.  No  sex  orciqs. _ Q) 

HONEST  WOMAN  &  ROMANTICS 
Agressive  LF  50,  seeks  gentle  woman 
into  basics  not  $,  love  &  not  games, 
love  animals,  sports,  quiet  walks  &  din¬ 
ners,  music  &  seeks  monagmous  rela¬ 
tionship.  S.  Shore  &  car  a  must.  Box 
105.  _ (4) 

GARTH 

Kathy  is  still  in  Chapel  hill  and  urgently 
needs  to  make  contact  with  you.  Plz 
write  RT  1  Box  503  Pittsboro,  NC  27312. 
(14.8) _ 

DONOR  WANTED  FOR  Al 

Seeking  Jewish  gay  man  to  help  les¬ 
bian  have  a  child.  Please  write  and 
describe  your  situation  and  reasons  In- 
volved.  Thank  you.  Box  101. _ y) 

WE‘RE  LOOKING  FOR  YOU! 

Want  to  meet  some  new  people?  Be 
part  of  the  excitement  of  seeing  a 
newspaper  put  together?  Come  to  GCN 
on  Thursday  night  and  help  layout  the 
pages.  Fun,  food  and  friendly  folk. 
Anytime  6pm  to  midnight.  For  details 
call  Ina  at  426-4469. _ (C) 

SWEETEST  TABOO 
Tall  BIk  lesbian  36,  Pisces,  seeks  to 
meet  special,  sweet,  romantic,  good 
sense  of  humor  dyke  into  holistic  arts 
affection.  Sweet  hugs,  the  joy  of  all  life 
has  to  give.  Poss  long  term  relation- 
ship.  Box  92. _ (50) 

I  LOVE  YOU,  SARA  K. 

Home  again,  home  again,  jiggidy  jig,  to 
find...geez!  Who  could  find  anything 
with  all  these  boxes  in  the  way?  Sure 
am  glad  we  didn’t  loose  each  other!  (1) 

Interested  in  bicycling  around  Greater 
Boston?  Fitness-  minded,  fun  loving, 
adventurous  L.  30,  looking  for  L  compa- 
nions  for  recreational  rides.  Box  106.  (2) 

VERY  MASCULINE— NON  TYPICAL 
GWM  27  professional  background, 
good  looking,  in  good  shape,  honest, 
gentle,  very  mature,  likes  sports,  books, 
jazz,  running,  not  into  gay  scene,  seeks 
similar  (27-32).  Write  today-Be  radically 
honest.  Box  1345,  Boston,  02117.TKS. 
_ (4) 

BANJO  BANJO  BANJO 
Where  oh  where  have  you  gone.  Last 
string  was  New  Jersey,  but  that  was 
months  ago.  A  check  for  you  and,  old 
photos  for  me...Months  gone  by  &  I’m 
still  not  playing  my  banjo.  So  will  you 
please  return  it  or  a  check?  You  know 
my  number  &  address! ! ! ! _ (1) 


ORGANIZATIONS 

D.O.B 

Support  organization  for  leabians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every 
Tues,  Thurs  at  8;pm.  Special  raps  for 
35-i-,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby 
boomers,  singles,  coming  out,  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (VI 3.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite 
140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (V14.15) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  lesbian.  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go  to? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 

Call  Tony,  497-8282 
_ (VI  3.32)) 

“JOHNNY  DIED  TODAY" 

14  year  old  Joey  will  blow  out  his  brain, 
Eddie  will  overdose,  and  David  will 
slash  his  wrists  in  the  days  to  come.  All 
becouse  you're  too  scared  to  protect 
them.  SASE  for  info,  $2  stamps,  64 
page  newsletter.  $20  sub/mbrshp. 
"Reality  Inc".  PO  Box  73,  Paramus,  NJ 
07653. _ _ (?) 

GAY,  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  potluck 
dinners,  discussions,  folk  dancing,  etc. 
For  events,  check  GCN  calendar.  Call 
(617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238. _ (V14.35) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174.  New  York.  New  York  10018. 
_ (V14.23) 

CONCORD  MEN’S  GROUP 
A  support  group  in  Central  N.H.  for  Gay 
and  Bi  sexual  men  on  Fri.  at  7:30  pm. 
For  more  info,  call  Gay  Info-line  of  N.H. 
at  (603)  753-9533. _ (V14.18) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

STRAIGHT  WOMEN/GAY  MEN 

We  need  women’s  views  of  their  rela¬ 
tionships  with  gay  men  lor  upcoming 
study.  Send  descriptive  letters  to  PO 
Box  418,  Cambridge.  MA  02140. _ (1) 

BOSTON’S  FIRST!! 

Lesbian  &  Gay  (or  non-hetrosexistist) 
chorus  forming!  All  parts  needed. 
Rehersals  on  Tues  pms.  Vocalists  who 
are  also  willing  to  assume  admin  duties 
or  musical  leadership  or  do  instrumen¬ 
tal  accom  are  encouraged  to  call.  Nan- 
cy  625-7247  or  Lisa  924-4330.  (14.2) 

TAKE  US  ALONG 

If  you  travel  regularly  to  P’town  or  if  you 
are  living  there  now,  GCN  needs  you! 
Volunteer  to  pick  up  and  distribute  free 
GCN’s  to  Provincetown  visitors.  Meet 
new  people,  make  new  friends,  see  the 
sights!  Call  Catherine  at  426-4469  to 
volunteer. _ (14.2) 

PENPAL  AND  HOTLINE 
A  new  way  to  make  friends.  Call  for  in¬ 
formation  on  this  free  penpal  and 
hotline  service.  Call  D.  at 
1-413-662-2792. _ (14.1) 

ON  LINE  AND  ACCESSIBLE! 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  has  our 
TTYTTDD  installed  and  ready  for  use! 
We  are  now  accessible  to  the  deaf  and 
hearing  Impaired  community.  Our 
TTY/TDD  number  Is  (617)  426-0332. 
Typical  GCN  hours  are  10-6  pm,  M-F. 
Spread  the  word! _ (C) 

FLYING  FINGERS  AKA  DATA  ENTRY 
If  you  have  some  time  to  do  data  entry 
for  GCN,  particularily  during  the  day, 
we  have  a  simple  project  that  needs  the 
"special  attention"  only  data  entry  peo¬ 
ple  can  give.  Call  Catherine  at 
426-4469. _ (C) 

ATTENTION  ART  WORLD 
GCN  is  in  a  sticky  situation  because 
we  goofed  and  bought  10  pounds  of  a 
type  of  wax  that  we  cannot  use.  Retail 
price  is  $36.00.  We  would  like  $20.00, 
but  will  sell  for  best  offer.  Call  Ina, 
426-4469. _ (Q) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  is  looking  for  a 
volunteer  to  write  news  notes.  News 
writig  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Stephanie  or 
Marcos  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (C) 


PUBLICATIONS _ 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect,  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  263G,  SF,  CA 
94114. _ (VI 4. 18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian,  Dept 
GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  10011.  (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ’off  out  backs'  Dept  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 
National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $11/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville 
MA  02143. _ (EX) 


RESORTS _ 

P-Town  Condo  For  Rent 

New  furn  condo  1  Br.,  locat  West 
Comm.  St.  All  appliances.  No  pets. 
$1200/2  weeks.  Call  7-11  PM  (617) 
963-2509. _ (14.1) 

KEY  WEST  SPLENDOR 
SPINDRIFT  TROPICAL  RESORT 
"Tropicaly  perfect  -  Perfectly  tropical" 
(The  Gay  Weekly  News,  Miami).  Free 
brochure:  Spindrift,  1212  Simonton,  Key 
West,  FI  33040.  (305)  296-3432.  Helen- 
Hostess. _ (14.13) 

CHECK’ER  OUT 
AT  THE  CHECKER  INN 
Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  pkg, 
apts,  also  available.  1  block  bay.  open 
year  ’round.  487-9029,  25  Winthrop  SI. 
P’town,  MA  02657. _ (yr) 

WELLFLEET,  CAPE  COD 
1  &  2  Bdrm  apts  in  charming  historic 
inn.  Fully  furnished.  Views  of  Duck 
Creek  Nature  Preserve.  Walk  to  town, 
art  galleries,  beach.  15  min  to  P’town. 
The  Bradford.  (617)349-9510.  (14.2) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Woman-only  space  in  VT's  Green  Mts. 
offers  special  summer  weekly  rates 
now  through  Aug.  15.  7  days  for  21 
breakfast  $200.  Horseback  riding, 
canoeing,  skinny  dipping.  Reserve  ear- 
ly.  (802)  533-7772. _ (V14.7) 


HELP  WANTED _ 

PART  TIME 

RECEPTIONIST/ASSISTANT 
(or  growing  chiropractic  office  in 
Watertown  Sq.  Enthusiasm  (or 
chiropractic  and  general  office  skills 
required.  Will  train.  Circle  Chiropractic 
Health  Network.  923-2225. _ (4) 

HOUSEPERSON  WANTED 
Clean,  dependable,  good  tips,  salary, 
room,  no  second  jobs,  40  hrs,  cleaning, 
painting,  desk-Watership  Inn.  487-0094. 
Ask  for  Jim  or  Bob. _ (2) 

Natl  Lawyers  Guild  seeks  pt  (20  hrs) 
staffperson.  Make  phone  referrals,  do 
outreach,  assist  with  administration. 
Legal  exper.  helpful;  Sp  fluency  and 
exp  in  prog,  pol./cmty.  organizing 
strongly  pref.  $140/wk.,  benefits,  pd 
vac.  People  of  color  esp  encouraged  to 
apply.  Resume  by  7/25  to  NLG,  14 
Beacon  St.,  Rm.  407,  Boston,  MA 
021008. _ (2) 

Teach  In  Nicargua:  Nicaraguan  Univer¬ 
sities  need  instructors  to  teach 
mathematics,  economics,  the  natural 
sciences,  etc,  in  Spanish.  Six  month 
Commitment  beginning  March  87.  For 
more  information  and  application  con¬ 
tact:  Science  for  the  People,  NICA 
Committee,  897,  MAin  St.,  Cambridge. 
MA  02139.  Tel.  (617)  547-0370. _ (2) 

HOUSING  COUNSELOR 
For  non-profit  housing  program  serving 
landlords,  tenants,  homeowners  in 
Malden,  Medford  and  Everett,  Provide 
counseling  and  referrals  primarily  to 
landlords  on  rights  and  respon¬ 
sibilities,  mediation,  rehab,  and  sub¬ 
sidy  programs.  Requires  experience  in 
counseling  and  ability  to  work  with 
landlords  and  low-income  tenants. 
Friendly,  creative  workplace.  Starting 
salary:  $14,000  +  excellent  benefits. 
Send  resume  to:  Aaron  Gornstein, 
Housing  Services  Program,  5  High 
Street,  Suite  5,  Medford,  MA  02155. 
Closing  date:  July  18,  1986.  An  Equal 
Opportunity  Employer. _ (14.1) 

PRINTERS  NEEDED— WOBURN 

Small  print  shop  needs  offset  printers. 
Full  and  part  time  positions  avail.  Exc 
benefits.  Call  935-0101. _ (Vi 4.3) 

HOUSEPERSON/YARDPERSON 
Wanted  for  small  bed  and  breakfast 
during  July  and  August.  Plenty  of  spate 
time  to  enjoy  one  of  Maine’s  last 
unsposlled  wilderness  areas.  Write: 
Jack  Murphy,  Chesuncook,  Greenville, 
Maine  04441. _ n) 

Subcribe 

Now! 


HELP  WANTED 


STAFFING  COORDINATOR 
;:;:|Very  active  temporary  nursing 
placement  service  has  an  im- •:::; 
mediate,  permanent,  full  time  even- 
|:;:|ing  (4PM-12MID)  position  available 
:;:;:in  its  downtown  Boston  office.  The 
ij:::  individual  we  seek  should  be 
energetic,  people  oriented,  self  J:-:; 
:::;:  motivated,  have  a  pleasant  phone 
:;:::  manner,  and  be  able  to  work  under  i:;:; 
:::;:  pressure.  Responsibilities  include 
:::■:  heavy  telephone  contact  with  client 
facilities  and  personnel,  filling 
client  orders  with  temporary  nurs- 
:::::ing  personnel,  and  interviewing  ap- 
:::-:plicants.  Some  previous  related  :x 
business  or  medical  experience  lx 
:x:  helpful.  Salary  to  15K.  Forward 
:;:j:  resume  to:  Steven  Dacouros,  M.A. 
Staff  Builders  Health  Care  Services 
18  Trerhont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108. 

(No  Phone  Calls,  Please) 

TRAVEL _ 

VANCOUVER  ■  CANADA  •  EXPO  ’86 
CHARTER  CRUISES 

Sail  away  aboard  your  own  crewed 
charter  sailboat.  Exclusive  reservations 
available  for  lesbian  women  and  gay 
men,  their  families  and  friends  aboard 
a  luxury  crusing  sloop.  Minimum  half 
day  cruises.  For  reservations  and 
details  call  (604)  228-8046,  263-5645, 
290-2868.  Mastercard  -  Visa  Accepted. 


POSITION  WANTED 

PUBLICATIONS,  PROMOTIONS, 

SPECIAL  EVENTS,  ADVERTISING 
GCN's  promo  homo  has  to  tottle  along, 
jobwise.  I  would  be  happiest  in  jobs  in 
the  general  categories  above,  but  new 
adventures  welcome.  Have  many  skills 
to  offer  and  much  initiative  to  carry  out 
projects.  Best  at  organizing,  both  peo¬ 
ple  and  events.  Need  a  "progressive 
place"  to  be  my  dyke  self  or  willing  to 
train  (employers!).  Call  please,  with 
leads  and  ideas.  Catherine  at  426-4469. 

_ (C) 

EXPERIENCED  SECY  AVAILABLE 
If  your  sec’y  is  going  on  vacation  &  you 
need  competent  temporary  office 
assistance,  I  am  available  June-Sept. 
Many  years  ol  office  work:  medical, 
legal  &  other,  I  currently  do  the  outside 
typesetting  for  GCN.  Call  Vicki, 
522-5529;  leave  message. _ (50) 


FOR  SALE _ 

BUILDING  FOR  SALE 

3  family  bldg.  1st  floor  commercial  2nd 
+  3rd,  rental  apts,  5  rms  each.  Medical 
area.  $225,000.  Negotiable.  734-7743.  (1) 

1979  SAAB  900 

Automatic,  great  cond,  recent 
transmission,  starter.  New  front 
brakes,  exhaust.  4  door  hatchback, 
green  velour  interior,  white  exterior. 
$3,200  or  best  offer.  522-6813.  (1 4. 1 ) 

LUV 

1981  CHEVY  LUV  PICK-UP  TRUCK 
W/ALUM.  CAMPER.  62,000  miles,  good 
cond,  new  tires.  $2900.  Call  Claire, 
522-5529  (weekends,  nts  or  leave 
message);  893-4682  Weekdays.  (44) 


(V14.5) 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St.  Phone  482-2900 


ALL  FARES  ROUND  TRIP 


Montreal 

Weekend 


London 

$398 

Lima 

$659 

Brussels 

$396 

Montreal 

$79 

Tokyo 

$759 

Key  West 

$268 

Hong  Kong 

$859 

Los  Angeles 

$258 

Toronto 

$123 

,  Seattle 

$258 

San  Francisco 

$258 

Rio 

$715 

Miami 

$178 

Nairobi 

$1111 

Mexico  City 

$368 

San  Juan 

$283 

2  Nights 
& 

r/t  airfare 

$149 


Lowest  Prices  All  Airlines 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE. 


APT. 

-ZIP. 


PHONE  (_ 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 

Head 
Lines 


Head 

Lines 


■I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

1 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

\ 

I 

rl 


Bold  Headlines: 


Ist  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


or  part  thereof; 


Business 

_  X 

2,00 

Non-Business  — 

_ X 

1.00 

Business 

7.00 

Non-Business 

5.00 

Business  _ 

__  .  X 

.75 

Non-Business 

_ „  X 

.50 

TOTAL 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof:  _  x  12.00  =  _ 

TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  =  _ 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  = 

SUBTOTAL  =  _. 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


10%  = _ 

15%  =  _ 
20%  =  _  .. 


PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  paymei'.t  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


for  21-30  consec.  wks 
for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2,00  = 
Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

Tearshts:  #wks _ x1.(X)  = 

TOTAL  = 


*A 


♦  ♦ 


« 
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TRY  GCN’S  n 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’S  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 

2  LF  seek  3rd  30  +  LF  for  rm.  avail,  in  5 
rm.  J.P.  apt  wfporch.  Close  to  Pond,  Ar¬ 
boretum,  Orange  &  Green  line.  $192.00 
incl.  heat  but  not  utilities.  Independent 
but  friendly  household.  Non-smoker 
preferred;  no  pets.  Safe,  neighborhod; 
on  street  parking.  Available  August  15, 
Call  Barbara  or  Rochelle  524-0754.  (2) 

North  Cambridge:  Semi-coop  house  of 
BiBF,  GWM  &  SWM  seek  F-responsible, 
fun-loving  &  progressive.  We  enjoy  art, 
conversation,  exercising  &  cilantro.  No 
cigs,  or  pets.  Prefer  25  +  .  Call  354-2697. 
_ (2) 

GWF  23  grad  student  seeks  GWF  who 
has  apt  to  share  or  is  willing  to  seek  apt 
together  Aug/Sep  1.  Prefer  Back  Bay 
area.  Will  pay  400-500$.  No  cigs/pets 
pleez.  Serious  call  Eve  collect 
416-585-2342.  Toronto. _ {2) 

2  LF  s  seek  2  more  to  share  great 
Camb.  house.  Close  to  Porter  Sq  T, 
friendly,  semi-coop.  No  smokers,  no 
heavy  drugs  or  ale.,  no  more  cats  (have 

1  cat).  $250-1-.  491-4005  or  776-7034 

Avail  mid  Aug  or  Sept  1 . _ (2) 

GM  SF  2cats  sk  rel  housemate  for  Ig, 
warm,  friendly,  coop  apt  in  Central  Sq. 
$193/mo  plus  sec  dep  &  1st  mo  -t-elec. 
Aug  1st  Ht  incl.  497-6323. _ (2) 

Stoneham:  Prof  LF  38  +  dog  sks  no- 
smok  LF  to  share  2  BR/2BA  spac  mod 
sun  apt  w/pool,  pkng.  Conv  to  195-93-Rt 
28.  $385-1-  util.  438-8661.  Avail  now.  (2) 
LF  couple  seeks  LF  to  share  apt  in  Med¬ 
ford  near  T ufts  &  T.  Washer/dryer,  d  -i-  d, 
w-w,  yard.  Resp,  neat  nonsmoking 
adult.  Have  small  dog.  Sorry,  no  more 
pets.  $350  incl  +  1  month  sec.  Avail 
now.  391-4110  After  6:30. _ (2) 

COOP  OR  GROUP  HOUSE 
GM  couple,  20’s  sks  to  enter/estab. 
friendly  G/Umixed  household  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  aea.  We're  nonsmoking,  neat, 
responsible,  quiet,  politic  aware, 
classical  music  fans.  Need:  to  move 
Sept  1,  parking  for  1,  rent  $520  or  less 
incl  ht.  Call  Dan,  426-4469  days;  or  Todd 
or  Dan,  731  -9760  eves. _ (C) 

SEEKING  GAY  MAN  FOR 
CAMBRIDGEPORT  COOP 
Available  August  1.  One  man  is  leaving 
our  6-adult  (and  1  child  part-time)  home 
in  Central  Sq.  The  household  is  current¬ 
ly  2  men,  4  women,  gay  and  straight  (1 
GCN  staffer  included),  and  a  9  year  old 
boy.  Low  rent  ($200/mo  incl.  util.),  large 
house,  semi-veg,  semi-coop  (some 
meals  and  all  chores  shared),  friendly. 
Call  Laurie  at  GCN  (426-4469)  or  call 
864-1466. _ (2) 

3  LFs  seek  4th  (27 -l)  for  friendly  JP 

home  near  T,  pond,  Arb.  Yard,  porch, 
spacious.  Avail  9-1.  No  smokers,  no 
more  pels.  $250522-7446. _ (2) 

JP  HOUSEMATE  WANTED 
3  LF's  seek  4th  to  share  our  large,  2 
floor,  2  cat.  chem/alcohol  free  home.  In¬ 
terested  in  friendly,  independent  home 
w/clear  open  communication.  $250 -f 
util  (gas  heat)  for  Aug  1.  522-9094 

_ ^ _ & 

BROOKLINE  HOUSE  - 
Mixed  (M-F,  S-G,  30s-50s) -seeks  5th 
longterm  member:  responsible,  quiet, 
help  with  remodeling  a  plus.  No  TV. 
Near  D  line.  About  $350/mo  incl  food. 
731-4104. _ (14.1) 

LEXINGTON 

Open  minded,  warm  female  30 -t-.  Prof, 
to  share  3  bdrm  cape  house.  No  pets, 
cigs.  Fpl,  yard  avail  now.  $333 -^.  Call 
Karen  or  Terry  661-7234. _ (14.1) 

YOUR  NEW  HOME 

Come  join  3  LF's  seeking  one  more  to 
share  beautiful  JP  apt,  spirit,  humor, 
progressive  politics,  w/d,  near  Pond,  Ar¬ 
boretum,  Orange  &  Green  lines.  No 
smoking.  $168-(-.  Avail  Aug  1.  Call 
524-6209,  day  and  night. _ J50) 

L  30  -f  seeks  same  to  share  spacious  6 
room  apt  in  J.P  Furnished  except 
bedroom.  Must  be  neat,  responsible 
and  non-smoker.  No  cats.  Must  like 
dogs.  Temp  ok.  Call  524-7774. _ y) 

2-LFs  seek  3-4  more  (28  -i- )  to  fill  our  JP 
home.  Semi-veg,  spiritual,  fun,  political 
coop.  Couples  ok.  No  more  pets  or  cigs. 
Near  T.  $200-250  +  .  Nan  524-8028  eves 
or  262-3740  days. _ (1) 

2  LFs  sks  3rd  lor  beaut  3  br  apt  in  Davis 

Sq.  Som.  Nr  T.  Large  1st  fir  apt  with 
small  br  avail  Chem-free  1  cat.  l  yr  min 
prel  $200 -f  .628  4165.  _  1*> 

AUG  — SEPT  SUBLET 

Woman  needed  for  2-monlh  sublet  with 
2  independent  lesbian.  Near  Imnan  Sq. 
$185Jmonth.  No  cals  Furnished.  Share 
food  or  separate  628-4382  (H);  426-4469 
(W-Loie).  _ (50) 


ROOMEZE 

Roommate  Referral  Service 
Serving  The  Gay  Community 
3  Month  Listing  $15 
NEW  OWNER— CALL  TODAY! 
783-9004 

(V14.4) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

GAY  COUPLE  SEEKS  APT-S  SHORE 

Professional  Gay  M  couple,  late  20’s, 
drug  &  alcohol  free  seek  large  1  BR  or  2 
BR  apartment  in  Braintree/  Randolph 
area.  Please  call  628-4284. _ (W) 

CO-OP  OR  GROUP  HOUSE 
GM  couple,  20's,  sks  to  enter/estab. 
friendly  G/Umixed  household  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  area.  We're  nonsmoking,  neat, 
responsible,  quiet,  politic  aware, 
classical  music  fans.  Need:  to  move 
Sept  1,  parking  for  1,  rent  $520  or  less 
incl  ht.  Call  Dan  426-4469  days;  Todd  or 
Dan  731-9760  eves. _ (14.1) 

WHERE'S  BOSTON 

2  Country  women  (artist/writer)  want  to 
try  the  city  for  a  year  (give  or  take  a  few 
mos.)  Sublet/rental  wanted  for  9/86. 
Prefer  Camb/Som  area.  Call 
617-354-6237. _ (V14.1) 


APARTMENTS _ 

LONGWOOD  MED  AREA 

1'/2-2  bdroom.  Newly  renov.  Walk-in 
closet,  full  kit.  Near  stores  &  hosps-  2 
mn  walk  to  T.  Parking  incl.  $650 -H. 
731-3601  Eves. _ _ (1) 

MEDFORD  NR  TUFTS 
8  rms  on  2  firs.  4  bdrm,  yard,  porch. 
Fridge,  garage,  w/d,  nr  Harv  and  dwtn 
bus  in  vy  quiet,  tree-y  ngbhd;  $900/mon 
incl  gas,  elect,  not  heat.  Avail  now.  Call 
391-2083  &  Iv  ms. _ (14.1) 

P-TOWN  WATERFRONT 
ON  BEACH  in  quiet  West  End,  hear  the 
waves  and  seagulls:  newly  renovated 
1-bedroom  apt  w/garden,  deck,  laundry; 
sleeps  up  to  6.  1  week  min.  $650.  Phone 
(617)487-2771  or  262-7396. _ (V4.4) 

SUMMER  RENTAL 
LAKESHORE  PRIVACE-  MAINE 
Secluded  seductive  cabin-3  bedrooms, 
stone  fireplace,  loons  at  night.  June 
-Sept.  S  Roberts.  (212)597-6646.  (14.5) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

JP  2  BDRM.  $550-1-.  Near  T,  O-Line. 
New  paint,  hardwood  floors,  avail 
now.Call  524-7390. _ (50) 


MOVERS _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184 
522-0826 

_  0 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 
_ (1) 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 
(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 
Liscenced  and  Insured  MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 
_ (1) 

JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU#24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ _11) 

ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 
Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321  7037  or  322  7373  Pat 
_ _ (V14.6) 

THE  MARAKESH  EXPRESS 
■‘16  years  of  quality  service" 
Licensed  &  Insured  MDPU  21412 
Visa  and  Mastercharge  accepted 
New  and  inexpensive  used  cartons 
"Call  661-0550  Anytime" 
_ (V14.5) 


o 

From  $18  /  hr. 

> 

•  MAXI  VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCK! 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

oc 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  Lie  and  INS. 

o 

236-1848 

•  Gay  Community  News,  July  13-19,  1986 

GCN  SPECIALS 

DICTIONARY,  anyone? 

The  most  requested  book  at  the 
Prisoner's  Project  is  the  dictionary. 

(Prisoners,  generally  uneducated,  need 
them  to  wade  thru  law  books  etc.)  If  you 
have  a  spare  one  (paperbacks  especial¬ 
ly),  please  send  It  to:  GCN  Prisoner  Pro¬ 
ject,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02111.  Thanks!  (c) 


GCN  VOLUNTEERS 

Yes,  you  too  can  share  in  the  power  & 
giory  &  office  drudgery!  Cor¬ 
respondence.  filling,  phone  calling,  efc. 
Days  preferable  but  some  nights  O.K. 
Call  Loie  at  426-4469. _ (c) 

PHOTO  FANATICS 

We  still  need  folks  to  sort  through  and 
file  old  photos.  Have  fun  and  help  GCN 
at  the  same  time.  Call  Loie,  426-4469. 

(c) 


Artists  &  Poets! 

Some  time  this  summer  weTI  do 
our  4th  annual  gay/lesbian 
prisoner  poetry  &  drawings 
centerspread.  Get  out  your  pens 
(black  for  drawings,  if  possible; 
blue  is  ok)  and  pencils,  and  gel 
to  play!!  WeTI  probably  gel 
more  than  we  can  print,  so  don't 
be  mad  if  we  can’t  fit  all  of  Ihemj 
(please)  (smile).  THANX!!! 


r,  V, 


JOBS, 
NOT,  .. 

JWLS 


Believes  in  the  magic  in  words  and 
thus  wishes  to  stimulate  the  dormant 
creativity  of  the  many  flowers  that 
read  GCN. ..No  celly,  not  even  a 
mirror  to  piss  at.  Will  you  write  and 
share  your  hidden  secrets  and  dare 
to  be  a  letter  friend?  Please  write  to 
this  lonely  queer  in  bondage.  David 
E.  REZABEK,  34034,  Box  900,  Jef- 
ferson  City  MO  65102. _ 

•  ihe  arihi-^ 
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Black  female  would  like  to  corres¬ 
pond  with  females  or  males  for  pen 
pal  relation.  I  cannot  write  other 
prisoners.  Sorry.  Marilyn  WALKER, 
728779,  Box  8540  (241),  Pembroke 
Pines  FL  33024, _ 

Incarcerated  bisexual  woman  seeks 
correspondence  with  anyone  in¬ 
telligent  and  down  to  earth  with  a  lit¬ 
tle  humor.  My  interests  include  out¬ 
side  sports,  oral  sex,  threesomes  and 
long  relationships.  Mary  ALLEY,  Box 
1,  Goochland  VA  23063. 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 

wimiHHiiiiiiTiiiiiiiiiiiHniHiHHmiiiiiiMii 

TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
(Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Uomoirs  of  an 
Jnarckisq. 


I  am  a  lonely  prisoner  without  family 
or  friends  seeking  a  friend  (and  if 
possible  a  visitor)  from  the  outside 
Please  write  Sonya  Clark,  1479  Col- 
lins  Ave,  Marysville  OH  43040. 

|22  yr  old  incarcerated  woman 
Iterested  in  correspondence  with 
[other  prisoners  or  anyone  in  the  free 
[world  to  share  thoughts,  dreams  and 
[desires.  Enjoy  sports,  reading,  and 
[caring  friendship.  I  value  honesty  and 
[look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 
jcathy  MASON,  Box  1,  Goochland  VA 
123063. _ 

[The  parole  board  just  denied  me 
[parole  so  it  looks  like  I'll  be  in  here  for 
la  while  yet.  Your  paper  is  very  helpfu 
Ito  me.  I’d  like  to  ask  TVs  and  TSs  to 
[write  me,  also  gays  (especially  from! 
[Georgia).  Thanks  a  lot.  James  L.  CAN-] 
(NON,  Box  129759,  C-2-15/2,  Reidsvill( 
IgA  30499. _ 

I I  am  very  much  interested  in  writingl 

[articles  on  gay  prisoners  in  Texas.  l| 
I  feel  there  is  plenty  of  room  for  im-l 
provement  and  wish  nothing  more[ 
[than  to  become  an  instrumental  part| 
[of  this  change.  I  could  use  some  cor-f 
I  respondence  from  people  who  are| 
serious  about  helping  with  this  and[ 
being  friends.  Thomas  J.  FINNEY, [ 
418663,  H-18  3/9,  Ellis  One,  Hunt-j 

sville  TX  77343. 


tj 
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SERVICES 

RECOVERY  FROM  ADDICTIONS 
Coping  with  life  after  we  no  longer 
abuse  alcohol,  drugs,  food,  etc.,  is  a 
painful  growth  process.  Therapy  for  ad¬ 
dicts  or  their  loved  ones.  Ms.  Bern! 
Zisserson,  LICSW.  876-6995.  Insurance 
accepted. _ (VI  4.3) 

BACK  BAY 

COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 
739-7860 


MASS  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832  for  appt. 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


I  would  love  to  have  a  really  freakie[ 
penpal.  Freakie  Blue  Eyes  is  what| 
hey  call  me.  Sounds  crazy  but  I  like[ 
it!  Thanks  for  the  gay  books  you  sent.[ 
Marcus  MOORE,  42707,  Box  1568,| 
Hutchinson  KS  67504. _ 

would  like  for  my  brothers  and[ 

sisters  to  write  me  and  help  overcome[ 
this  terrible  loneliness.  I  hope  some[ 
of  you  will  write  me  just  as  a  kindly! 
act.  Michael  BRIGHON,  85C  335,  Box[ 
B,  Dannemora,  NY  12929 _ 

A  penpal  would  provide  encourage¬ 
ment  and  I  need  that  very  much.  I  like 
baseball  and  basketball,  and  would! 
need  to  have  a  stamp  when  you  write  j 
because  they  are  hard  to  come  by  in[ 
here.  Yours  truly,  Robert  Lee  ANDER¬ 
SON,  EF-116918,  4600  Fulton  Mill  Rd,  j 
Macon  GA  31213. _ _ 

1  enjoy  reading,  writing,  art,  mean- 1 

ingful  relationships  with  caring,  | 
honest,  bright,  and  respectful  people. 
I’m  a  paralegal  with  a  good! 
knowledge  of  the  laws  and  rights  of 
prisoners  and  others.  All  letters  will 
be  answered  and  any  questions  may 
be  asked.  Christopher  MYERS, 
207302,  Box  A  IMCC,  Oakdale  IA| 

52319 _ 

Bi  Black  male  Satyriasis  Marvelous! 
30s  seeking  quality  gay-lesbian  cor¬ 
respondence.  Am  worth  meeting.! 
Michael  MORGAN,  147-338,  Box  57,  j 
Marion  ON  43302.  


PRISONERS'  RIGHTS 
We  offer  publications  on  prisoners'  rights 
at  low  or  no  cost.  They  deal  with  prison 
conditions  and  how  to  file  suits  in  state 
and  federal  courts.  Please  write: 
American  Fellowship  International  Mis¬ 
sion  Project,  PO  Box  49IS23,  Ft.  Lauder¬ 
dale  FL  33349 _ 

TS  in  Pri.son  —  NY 
A  chapter  of  Trans.sexuals  In  Pri.son  is 
starting  up  in  New  York  state!  Please  con¬ 
tact  'Yastoria'  if  interested  at:  Keith 
Tyler,  81 A  3981,  Attica.  NY  14011, 

HELP!  DICTIONARIES!!! 
One  of  the  ‘facts  of  life’  folks 
is  that  prisoners  are  often 
without  much  ‘education’ 
(which  is  partly  why  they’re 
where  they  are:  hard  to  get 
jobs,  hard  to  deal  with  the 
legal  jargon).  PLEASE  send 
any  old  dictionaries  (paper¬ 
back  or  not),  or  $  to  buy  some 
used,  to:  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St,  Boston  MA  02111. 
THANKS! 

PRISONER  RESOURCES 
Joint  Venture  (penpals).  Box 
26-8484,  Chicago  IL  60626. _ 

Prison  Parole  &  Probation  Pro¬ 
gram,  Gay  Community  Services, 
Box  38777,  Los  Angeles  CA  90038. 
(Services  for  the  prisoner  and  ex- 
prisoner). _ 

Through  The  Looking  Glass,  Box 
22061,  Seattle  W’A  98122.  (Monthly 
publication  free  to  WOMEN  in 
prison) _ 

Legal  intern  working  on  project  for  National  I 
Lawyers  Guild's  AIDS  Network  would  like 
feedback  from  inmates,  especially  jailhouse 
lawyers  on  legal  issues  concerning  AIDS  In  | 
prisons.  Will  send  questionnaire  on  request. 
Write:  d.  Lee  Goldstein.  C-1653D  Rm  8222,  J 
6ox  8101 ,  San  Luis  Obispo.  CA  93409.  If  your  I 
institution  doesn't  allow  prisoners  to  write 
each  other,  send  request  to  Mike  at  GCN  and  | 
he  will  forward. 


I  am  presently  incarcerated  which  I 
makes  it  really  difficult  to  make  realj 
friends.  Howard  SHERRELL,  1 79-778,  j 
Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. 

Open  minded  male  would  like  to  hear[ 

from  TV  or  TS  for  a  lasting  relation-[ 
ship.  Age  or  race  does  not  matter.  l| 
am  an  ex-football  player  and  enjoy  j 
reading,  dancing,  cooking,  traveling 
and  sports.  Harry  LANGERT,  82A 
0167,  Drawer  B,  Stormville  NY  12582. 


PRISONERS  WRITING  PRISONERS! 

Slalex  where  prisoners  C  AN  gel  mail  I 
from  other  prisoners  lusuall.v):  VEK.J 
MASS.  Ny.  FLA.  NJ.  MO.  MISS,[ 
OHIO,  PENN.  N(  .  KAN.  IFX.COI.O. 
ORE,  MON  I  W  ASH.  I.OL,  NEB,  | 
MARY 

tin  some  tif  these  .sou  can't  write  other | 
prisoners  in  sour  own  state). 

states  where  prisoners  C  ANNOT  get  I 
mail  from  other  prisoners  (or  only  withj 
diffHulls):  IOWA.  OKI. A.  NE\.  11).  | 
W\.  WYO.  lENN,  Wise,  INI). 

Also.  FEDERAL  PRISONERS  IN  I 
I//  SIAIF.S  ARF  NOI  Al  LOWED  I 
ro  WRITE  OIHER  PRISONERS 
(Please  send  us  additions  and  corrections  | 
to  this  list.  I  H  AN\!) 


TV— TS  Support! 

Any  incarcerated  gays  or  transsex¬ 
uals  can  contact  any  of  the  below 
prisoners  for  info  on  the  legal, 
surgical,  endocrinological 
(hormonal),  or  psychological  aspects 
of  transsexuals  or  gays  and  the  law. 
We  are  forming  an  organization:  TIP 
(Transsexuals  In  Prison),  Allyn 
SCRIBNER,  380398  Ellis  1-C-6,  Hunt¬ 
sville  TX  77343;  M.J.  ASHFORD,  1479 
Collins  Ave,  Marysville  OH  43040;  or 
Vanessa  MERIWETHER,  24493-18-2A, 

1  Box  30,  Pendleton  IN  46064, _ 

People  and  businesses  listed  in  Transsex¬ 
uals  In  Prison  (available  from  Vana.ssa 
Meriwether,  Box  41-24493,  Michigan  t-'ily  | 
IN  46360,  for  .W): 

Minority  Prison  Project,  Box  3541,  Lillie  I 
Rock  AR  72203. 

U  of  Minn  Law  School,  R.  Las.so,  285  | 
Law  Cir,  229  19th  Ave,  Mpls  MN  55455 
Tania  Volen,  200  Main,  TennenI  NJ  | 
07763 

Gary  Price  c/o  Lewis  el  al,  1210  One  I 
American  Sq,  Box  85028,  Indpls  IN  46282  I 
George  SecresI  Flsq,  3401  Louisiana  No. 
270,  Houston,  TX  77002. 

Peggy  Chang,  c/o  Cal.  Prisoner,  1317 1 
18lh  SI,  San  Francisco  CA  94107 
ACLU  Transsexual  RIs  Comm.,  318IS  j 
Camino  Capistrano  (L),  San  Juanj 
Capistrano  CA  92675. 

Douglas  Englehorn,  2740  EsI  Ave,  San| 
Diego  CA  92102. 

Gender  Identity  CTr,  3715  YV.  32nd  Ave, 
Denver  CO  80211  (Attn:  T.  Kelly) 

I  More  TV/TS  resources: 

[united  TV/TS  Society,  Box  246,  Bay 
Head,  NJ  08742.  Newsletter. 

[chevalier  Publ.,  Box  194,  Tulare  CA  | 
[93275.  Books  and  newsletter. 

I  Gateway  Gender  Alliance,  Box  62283,  | 
Sunnyvale  CA  94088 
J2CP  Info  Services,  Box  184,  San  I 
Juan  Capistrano,  CA  92693.  Inlo  and  I 
pamphlets  on  TS;  referrals  to  | 
I  therapists  and  physicians. _ 


C/1L€riD^R 


July  12 
to 

August  3 


12  Saturday 

Boston  —  Firing  Line  presents,  “AIDS:  The 
Rights  of  the  Patient,  The  Rights  of  the 
Public,”  with  William  Buckley  and  Alan 
Dershowitz.  Ch  44.  7:30PM. 

Boston  —  “AIDS:  Profile  of  an  Epidemic,” 
with  Ed  Asner,  host.  Ch.  44.  8:30PM. 

Boston  —  Dance  Party:  Celebrate  the  7th 
anniversary  of  Nicaragua's  Revolution. 
First  Church,  11  Garden  St.  $5.  Childcare 
by  reservation:  524-5362.  Wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible.  Info:  522-5831  or  524-5362. 

Boston  —  Black  Gay  Men’s  Caucus  bus 
trip  to  P’town  sponsored  by  Black  Men’s 
Assoc.  Info:  353-0719  or  424-1695. 


Pantomime,  see  notes  review 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Women's  “Malavah 
Malka,”  sponsored  by  the  New  Jewish 
Agenda’s  Feminist  Task  Force.  8PM. 
Desserts  provided.  Info:  524-8562. 

13  Sunday 

Concord  —  Canoe  Trip  with  North  of  Boston 
Lesbians.  South  Bridge  Boathouse.  11AM. 
Info:  322-3233. 

Roxbury  —  Black  Gay  Men’s  Caucus.  Ellis 
B.  Flaiziip,  radio  producer,  will  speak.  First 
Church  of  Roxbury.  Info:  353-0719  or 
424-1695. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors 
potiuck  picnic.  Jamaica  Pond,  ODT 
driveway.  3-6PM.  Info:  522-6090  or 

522- 3894. 

Quincy  —  Quincy  Lesbian  &  Gay  Alliance 
business  meeting.  7-9PM.  Info:  Karen, 
767-2336  or  De,  328-5567. 

14  monday 

Mansfield  —  Joe  Jackson  in  concert.  Great 
Woods.  7:30PM.  $18.50-13.50.  Info: 

523- 6633. 

15  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  Legacy,  a  social  group  for 
lesbian  &  gay  elders  and  their  friends. 
Cambridge  Committee  of  Elders,  15  Pearl 
St.  6-8PM.  Info:  725-4907. 


16  Wednesday 

Framingham  —  S^Middlesex  Coalition  for 
Choice:  abortion"”  amendment  speaker 
training.  First  Parish  Church,  24  Vernon  St. 
7:30PM.  Info:  653-8560. 

Boston  —  Party  in  honor  of  Ann  Maguire. 
Somewhere  Else.  6-8PM.  $20.  Info:  Dave 
Gearhart,  423-7760. 

Cambridge  —  Feminist  Discussion  Group: 
“Single  Parenting.”  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.,  Central  Sq.  8-10PM.  Info: 
354-8807. 

17  thursday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  production  night.  All 
welcome.  Proofreading:  until  8PM.  Paste¬ 
up:  8PM-on.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  Tstops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Dorchester  —  GALA  monthly  meeting. 
7PM.  Info:  288-8029  or  825-4463. 


18  friday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  volunteer  night:  all 
welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4459. 

Boston  —  “AIDS  IV:  A  Recovery?”  a  video 
interview  with  Jim  Carlton,  produced  by  Flal 
Koltin.  BNN  cable  channel  A3.  7:30PM. 
Info:  536-4293. 

I  Boston  —  Girls  Night  Out  benefit  for  GCN. 

\  9PM-1AM  at  Tufts  MacPhie  Pub  (78  Talbot 
j  St.)  near  Davis  Sq.  T-stop.  $10  in  ad- 
'  vance/$12  at  door.  Call  Anne  Phibbs  or 
Laurie  at  GCN  for  info  on  low-income 
tickets:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Gaylaxians,  a  social  group  for 
gay  people  &  their  friends  interested  in 
science  fiction  &  fantasy  literature  &  media. 
7:30PM.  Info:  Gaylaxians,  c/o  Dumas,  Box 
1373,  Kendall  Sq.  Branch,  Cambridge,  MA 
02142. 

19  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Fiesta  to  celebrate  the  7th 
Anniversary  of  the  Nicaraguan  Revolution. 
Rindge  &  Latin  High  School.  7:30PM-1AM. 
$10  in  advance/$12  at  door.  Info:  CASA, 
492-8699. 

20  Sunday 

Boston  —  Wannetta  Jackson  in  concert. 
Villa  Victoria  Cultural  Center,  85  W.  Newton 
St.  8PM.  $5  in  advance,  $6  at  door. 
Wheelchair  accessible.  Info:  492-8436. 

Boston  —  Metropolitan  Community  Church, 

a  Christian  church  for  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community,  worship  service.  131 
Cambridge  St.  7PM.  Info:  523-7664, 

Boston  —  Reception  for  new  Board 
members  of  the  Gay  &  Lesbian  Campaign 
Committee,  with  Ginny  Appuzzo.  Club 
Cafe,  209  Columbus  Ave.  2-4PM.  $10. 
Info:  522-4804. 


Ginny  Apuzzo,  July  20 


22  tuesday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors 
dinner  at  Doyle’s.  Doyle’s  Cafe, 
Washington  St.  6:30PM. 

Cambridge  —  “Say  It  Sister,"  radio 
program  focuses  on  child  sexual  abuse. 
WMBR  88.1  FM.  7-8PM. 

Boston  —  Legacy,  a  social  group  for  gay  & 
lesbian  elders  and  their  friends.  Clarendon 
St.  YWCA,  8th  floor  conference  room. 
6-8PM.  Info:  725-4907. 

24  thursday 

Dorchester  —  GALA  bridge  with  Scot  and 
Bill.  7:30PM.  Info:  Scot  282-9348,  or  Rudy 
282-5671. 


25  friday 

Boston  —  Am  Tikva  Shabbat  Sevice  &  Oneg 
Shabbat.  74  Joy  St.,  Hill  House,  Beacon 
Hill.  8PM.  Bring  something  sweet  to  share. 
Info:  782-8894. 


note  this! 


Girls  Night  Out,  July  18 


Brookline  —  Karen  Thompson  to  speak  on 
her  legal  battle  to  visit  her  disabled  lover 
Sharon  Kowalski.  Boston  Self-Help  Center, 
18  Williston  Rd.  7  &  9:30PM.  $5 
more/less.  Wheelchair  accessible,  sign  in¬ 
terpreted  at  7PM  only.  Info:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Patty  Larkin  with  Palermo  & 
Rush  in  concert  to  benefit  Harvard 
Clerical/Technical  Union.  Paine  Hall.  8PM. 
$10.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Info: 
661-2619. 

Cambridge  —  Legacy,  a  group  for  gay  & 
lesbian  elders  &  their  friends,  potiuck 
supper.  Committee  of  Elders,  15  Pearl  St. 
7-10PM.  Info:  725-4907. 

26  Saturday 

Quincy  —  Quincy  Lesbian  &  Gay  Alliance 
trip  to  Provincetown.  Everyone  welcome. 
Info:  Karen,  767-2336  or  De,  328-5567. 


27  Sunday 


Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors 
Brunch  at  Doyle’s.  Doyle’s  Cafe, 
Washington  St.  11AM. 

Cambridge  —  Cambridge  GALA  One  Year 
Anniversary  potiuck  supper  celebration. 
6PM.  Info:  Katherine,  661-6896  or  David, 
497-6197. 

Somerville  —  Somerville/ Medford  GALA 
Third  Anniversary  Party.  Stephen  James 
House,  Davenport  St.  6:30PM-12AM.  $5  in 
advance,  $6  at  door.  Info:  628-5875  or 
623-3786. 

29  tuesday 

Boston  —  “Mindbender,”  by  Kris  Hall. 
New  Ehrlich  Theater,  Boston  Center  for  the 
Arts,  539  Tremont  St.  8PM.  Through  Aug. 
24.  Info:  232-7762. 

Dorchester  —  Dorchester  GALA  Newsletter 
Stuffing  &  Social.  Wine  &  Cheese.  Info: 
Mark,  282-7750  or  Carol,  825-4463. 

Cambridge  —  Legacy,  a  social  group  for 
lesbian  St  gay  elders  and  their  friends. 
Cambridge  Committee  of  Elders,  15  Pearl 
St.  6-8PM.  Info:  725-4907. 

30  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Project  Place  weekly  orientation 
for  volunteers.  6PM.  Hotline,  face-to-face 
counseling,  &  drop-in  center.  Info: 
262-3740. 

august  2  Saturday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors 
of  J.P.  trip  to  Crane’s  Beach.  Carpooling 
from  Curtis  Hall,  Municipal  Bldg.  8:30AM. 
Info:  522-3894  or  522-6090. 

3  Sunday 

Dorchester  —  GALA  monthly  potiuck. 
7:30PM.  Bring  a  dish  or  beverage  to  share. 
Info:  288-8029  or  825-4463. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Latin  American  New  Song, 
&  African  &  South  American  rhythms  & 
percussion.  Blackbird  Kitchen.  597  Center 
St.  7-1 1PM.  $3.  Info:  524-9217. 


PantOrnin©6y  Derek  Walcott,  Directed 
by  Kay  Matschullat.  Set  by  Phillip  Baldwin, 
Costumes  by  Sandra  Winter.  With  Chuck 
Stransky  and  Terry  Alexander.  Presented  by 
the  Boston  Shakespeare  Company,  June 
3-29. 

Boston  Shakespeare  Company 
should  be  both  commended  and 
castigated  for  their  recent  production 
of  Derek  Walcott's  Pantomime.  Com¬ 
mended,  for  they,  virtually  alone  among 
mainstream  theater  organizations  in 
Boston,  have  chosen  to  commit  scarce 
resources  to  the  presentation  of  works 
by  and  about  minority  people.  Cas¬ 
tigated  for  choosing  a  work  whose 
startling  homophobia  is  not  only  in¬ 
sulting  in  and  of  itself,  but  also 
detrimental  to  what  could  have  been 
the  realization  of  an  interesting 
premise. 

Pantomime  is  the  farcical  story  of 
two  men,  a  white  guesthouse  owner 
and  his  Black  servant,  on  a  Carribbean 
island.  The  owner,  Harry  Trewe,  a 
former  actor  searching  for  ways  to  im¬ 
prove  business  at  his  hotel,  decides  to 
offer  entertainment  to  his  guests; 
Jackson  Phillip,  the  servant  and  a 
former  Calypso  singer,  is  recruited  to 
participate. 

The  show  they  decide  to  present  is 
based  on  the  story  of  Robinson  Crusoe 
and  his  servant  Friday.  To  make  the 
show  more  attractive,  the  owner  dec¬ 
ides  that  the  roles  should  be  reversed 
from  what  the  audience  might  expect 
—  Trewe  will  play  the  role  of  Friday, 
while  Phillip  will  play  his  master 
Crusoe.  What  follows  is  a  series  of 
skits,  songs  and  musings  all  of  which 
explore  and  illustrate  the  ambiguous 
neo-Colonial  master/slave  relationship 
between  the  two  men. 

Walcott  makes  it  very  clear  from  the 
outset  that  he  is  not  dealing  with  fag¬ 
gots  here  —  Trewe  at  one  point  has 
stripped  to  his  underwear  and  is  on  the 
floor  practicing  his  role  of  Friday  when 
Phillip  enters.  He  hurriedly  explains 
that  because  he  has  been  discovered  in 
this  position  does  not  mean  that  he  is 
“bent,”  implying  that  anyone  voluntari 
ly  in  such  a  submissive  and  vulnerable 
position  must  be  considered  queer. 

During  the  follow  up  to  this  conversa¬ 
tion,  Trewe,  in  a  further  attempt  to 
prove  his  heterosexual  manhood,  proud 
ly  tells  of  his  bashing  of  a  fellow  actor 
after  being  pinched  on  the  rear  during  a 
show  in  which  he  played  a  “vamp.” 

A  case  could  be  made  for  the  inclu¬ 
sion  of  these  incidents  if  Walcott  were 
interested  in  exploring  the  emotional 
relationship  between  the  two  men 
There  is,  after  all,  always  an  emotional  if 
not  sexual  affinity  between  individual 
oppressor  and  oppressed,  though  often 
of  the  bashing  variety.  Walcott  seems  so 
afraid  that  the  audience  might  see  these 
two  men  as  having  some  attraction,  or 
for  that  matter  revulsion,  for  each  other 
that  he  does  not  explore  this  essential 
dimension  of  the  relationship. 

Both  Chuck  Stransky  as  Harry  Trewe 
and  Terry  Alexander  as  Jackson  Phillip 
are  exceptional  performers  who  enter 
tain  despite  the  serious  flaw  in  the  work. 
In  fact,  the  entire  production  is  one  of 
which  the  Company  should  be  proud. 
The  sets  and  costumes,  though  simple, 
are  effective.  It’s  unfortunate  the  work 
does  not  live  up  to  the  talent  involved  in 
its  production. 

—  Don  Hill 


Women  Take  Liberty 

Feminist  “empowering  celebration”  at 
Statue  of  Liberty  being  planned  for 
August  3.  In  Boston,  call  Roberta 
Hayes,  787-4764,  or  write:  Women  Ris¬ 
ing  in  Resistance,  P.O.  Box  257,  Nor- 
thport,  NY  11768  (phone  718-768-4602). 


Calendar  compiled  by  Miranda  Kolbe 


GayCommunity  News 


Dance/Concert  to  Benefit 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

Friday,  July  18 

9  pm  —  1  am 

Tufts’ 
MacPhie  Pub 
78  Talbot  St. 
off  College  Ave. 
Nr.  Davis  Sq.T’ 


Tickets: 

$10  advance 
$12  door 

Available  at 
GCN,  Glad  Day 
New  Words, 
Redbook  & 
Bodyworks 

Call 

Anne  Phibbs  at 
GCN  for 
information  on 
low  income 
tickets  426-4469 


Special  Guests:  THE  PIPETS,  acoustic  ensemble  performing 
labor  and  grassroots  organizing  music. 


